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Because of God's great love we are not

consumed, for God's compassions never fail. They are

new every morning; great is your faithfulness.

—LAMENTATIONS 3:22-23 (NIV)
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From the executive director

When we are lost and confused, when the storms
of life threaten to overwhelm us, when we are downcast
and in despair, when shadows stretch and hope seems
a faint flicker, Lamentations 3:22-23 reminds us God’s
love endures and knows no end. Because of this, we
are not consumed, for God’s compassions never fails.
God’s faithfulness is great. God’s mercies are new
each morning,.

In the tangle of life's struggles, it is easy to lose sight
of hope. Yet, even in our lowest moments, God's love
remains constant, an unwavering beacon in the storm.
God’s love, a boundless ocean, never dries up, never
falters. It persists through trials and tribulations, doubts,
and fears. God’s love endures and transcends even the
limits of our own understanding.

“We must accept finite disappointment, Martin
Luther King, Jr. said, “but never lose infinite hope.”
Each dawn brings with it new possibilities and
promise—a fresh canvas for God’s goodness, grace,
and mercy. Since 1832, God has invited the American
Baptist Home Mission Societies to paint our portion of
that canvas each day—-cultivating leaders, equipping
disciples, and healing and transforming communities
throughout the United States and Puerto Rico.

The staff and board of ABHMS seek daily to be
faithful to this mission and we thank you for your
faithfulness in support. Your prayers and financial giving
make possible the program offerings of ABHMS from
our Center for Continuous Learning to our MinistrElife
platform, from our Co-Creators Incubator for ministe-
rial entrepreneurs to scholarships for American Baptist
college and seminary students, from disaster response
and recovery efforts to support of neighborhood action
programs—these endeavors and more are made possible
with your support.

Through the joys and sorrows of life, we rest assured
that God’s love is a close and constant companion. In
the mission field in which ABHMS serves, we witness
daily God’s enduring, limitless love.

Thank you for your continuing support and prayer
which sustains our work and witness.

With gratitude,

American Baptist Home Mission Societies

Because of God's great love we are not

consumed, for God’s compassions never fail. They are

new every morning; great is your faithfulness.

—LAMENTATIONS 3:22-23 (NIV)
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Biblical reflections

Because of God's great love we are not consumed, for God’'s compassions never fail.

They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. —LAMENTATIONS 3:22-23 (NIV)

The author of the Book of Lamentation is unknown,
but Jewish and Christian traditions attribute the author-
ship to Prophet Jeremiah. The Hebrew title of the Book of
Lamentation is “Ekah,” which can be translated as “How,”
or “How can it be?” This word evokes sorrow, horror,
anguish, and desolation. Like a raw and festering wound,
Lamentations portrays loss and suffering with brutal
candor. As we survey the atrocities in our world, “How
can it be?” reverberates in our minds. Amid heartbreak
and agony, we are inclined to believe that God doesn’t love
us—that God simply doesn’t care about our suffering—or
that God is simply absent. But prophet Jeremiah interjects
and points to God’s character, His eternal essence that
remains true, and in these truths, we too can place our
broken hearts into God’s hands.

God loves us. God’s fierce and steadfast love for us
remains unchanged.

God’s compassions never fail. God’s kindness and care
for us is consistent and available with each new day.
Great is God’s faithfulness. God upholds His
commitment and covenant with us despite our
inconsistency to trust and follow God.

In an ever-changing and conflict-riddled time, God is
the only constant, immovable One who holds our tears and
restores us in His love, compassion, and faithfulness.

Rev. Dr. Mia Chang, Lead Pastor
NextGen Church
West Windsor, NJ

The underutilized book of Lamentations is a curious
place to discover God’s grace. Although we often attribute
its writing to the prophet Jeremiah, its poetic outpouring
of grief and anguish is most likely the work of multiple
writers, both female and male. God doesn’t speak at all
here, but writers are aware of God’s presence in the midst
of their struggles. The calamities they mourn—the death
of loved ones, the fall of the Temple in Jerusalem, are
both personal and communal losses understood as their
responsibility, not God’s. Interestingly enough, nothing
that’s happening to them is considered God’s fault. They
take ownership of their sinfulness, having fallen short of

God’s desire for faithfulness. It is here, amazingly, in a
mess of their own making, that grace breaks through. The
writer of chapter three makes this profound declaration of
hope: “Because of God’s great love we are not consumed, for
God's compassions never fail. They are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.” Tragedy and heartache may come
to us, the author proclaims, but God stands beside us,
ready to offer grace with each new day.

. # Rev. Dr. Marcia B. Bailey
‘g‘ Pastor, First Baptist Church, Pottstown, Pa

Associate Professor Emerita, Temple University

Many years ago, a band of the Kiowa tribe spent
the summer at camping spots in the Rocky Mountains.
When it was time to leave this area Chief Black Bonnet,
known for his wisdom, made a decision to leave behind
a paralyzed very large woman because horses could not
handle her weight on the rough terrain. Taw-go (Rescued-
from-starvation) was greatly loved by all in the tribe, and
they were sorry to leave her to die alone yet they knew she
would soon starve and die.*

The story follows an amazing journey of survival
and faith Taw-go struggles to stay alive and find healing
despite inexplicable circumstances. Her only hope was to
turn to the Lord (The Great Mystery) as He was named.
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Ultimately Taw-go was miraculously healed of her injuries
and, with the help of her two nephews who refused to leave
her behind, regained her strength and reconnected with
her people.

The Great Mystery did not forsake Taw-go or
Indigenous people. He loved us from the beginning, and
we were included in His plan since the beginning.

*From the book, Kiowa Voices
Rev. Ben Sullivan

National Coordinator for Native American
Ministries, ABHMS




Sample congregational letter

Dear

The 2024 AFC biblical theme is based on Lamentations 3:22-23: “Because of God's great love, we are
not consumed, for God's compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”
God’s love for us, even in times of despair, never wavers.

AFC 2024 Goal

American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS) is promoting the 2024 America for Christ Offering
(AFC 2024) which seeks to raise $1,500,000 to support American Baptist mission and ministries through
our churches and community partners across the United States and Puerto Rico. We have set our church
goal as

AFC 2024 Promotional Window

ABHMS is allowed three months (January-March) to actively promote the AFC 2024 campaign through
visits, phone calls and email communications. However, our church can support the AFC campaign
throughout the year.

How to Give to AFC 2024
You can give during your church’s weekly service, or you can give online by visiting abhms.org/afc,
anytime.

How AFC Funds are Used
Each year American Baptist Home Mission Societies awards grants from the donations that they receive
from AFC. Here are some of the areas that are funded by AFC:

Grants to churches to fund ministry initiatives such as camps, daycare and youth and young

adult initiatives

Grants to American Baptist seminaries and colleges

Grants to American Baptist Partners training opportunities, funding of learning opportunities that
involve travel and housing, repairs, and upgrade to preserve our critical American Baptist spaces

American Baptist Regional Offices

AFC dollars also fund scholarships for which our own members may apply. Our churches are eligible to
apply for ABHMS grants as well! ABHMS does not retain any AFC funds for operations or overhead.
One hundred percent of AFC dollars support vital ministries.

AFC 2024 empowers us to provide “Grace upon Grace.” I am asking you to join me in giving generously
to this year’s AFC offering and to help us reach our goal as we partner with ABHMS to provide support
and share the Good News!

Your Pastor

AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING 2024

America for Christ Offering 2024



Promoting the 2024 America for Christ Offering
in your church

Gather a team or taskforce to lead and promote the America for Christ offering (AFC 2024).

2.  Determine a schedule of activities to execute during the AFC 2024 three-month promotional window
(January-March).

3. Review the enclosed materials. Display the included poster in a prominent, high-trafhic location to
encourage giving. Then, visit abhms.org/afc to access all AFC 2024 videos and downloadable resources.

If you need more printed materials, please call 610.768.2413 to speak with the friendly staff of ABHMS'
Office of Development.

4.  Seta goal for your church to assist ABHMS in raising $1,500,000 that supports home mission
throughout the United States and Puerto Rico. Gather an AFC 2024 prayer team and meet once
weekly before worship for five minutes of prayer.

Meet with your pastor and/or church’s leadership team to share the promotions schedule.

Incorporate “Mission Moments” into worship. Dedicate a few minutes during worship each Sunday for a
month to present a Mission Moment. They can include showing AFC videos, reading an insert, or
allowing testimony from individuals who have volunteered for a home mission team or participated in
any other kind of training or workshop.

7.  Consider utilizing your church’s social media page(s) and website to reach congregants who still
participate virtually. Be sure to include in your postings a link to abhms.org/afcnow to encourage
online giving.

8. Invite a home mission staff member to speak at your church. Call ABHMS' Office of Development at
610.768.2413 or 888.79.ABHMS, ext. 2420, to make arrangements.

9.  Involve children and youth during a Mission Moment. Instead of placing AFC 2024 inserts in the
printed bulletin, ask your young people to hand distribute them during the Mission Moment. Also, try
including young people in gathering the offering.

10. Have fun. Design an AFC 2024 bulletin board that includes materials from the offering packet.
Encourage the young people to display their artwork that conveys ideas from the “Grace Upon Grace”
theme.

11. Record and celebrate your progress. Use a Sunday in March to hold a celebration and to THANK the
congregation for their generous support and for meeting the goal!

GRACE uwpon GRACE
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Ministries in the mission field

Your Support Helps Carmelle Beaugelin
Caldwell Open People’s Hearts with
Artistic Expression

The Co-Creators Incubator invites today’s creatives,
innovative thinkers, and social entrepreneurs to partner
with Jesus to bring hope, healing, and change to our
world. Carmelle is one of our Co-Creators, as well as a
gifted artist and a Master of Divinity graduate. She uses
art to inspire connection and community, thanks to
your generous giving.

In Carmelle’s painting workshops, she encourages
people to express their feelings through art. One lady,
named Sam unintentionally represented the female
anatomy in her artwork. She
was embarrassed when the
time came for participants to
@8 . and add to each other’s
artwork. When hers was
returned, someone had drawn

. communion bread and a cup on
it. When I saw that,” Sam said, “I wept.” A tragic event
in Sam’s youth resulted in her having her reproductive
organs removed. She had always felt guilty about it.
“Whoever drew that communion bread and cup saw
something in my heart that I didn’t,” she said. “That
even in my old age, 'm still fruitful and have something
to offer the world.”

Through that experience, Sam rediscovered her
wholeness in God’s love—a realization that’s priceless, but
one that you made possible with your generous giving.

Antonio Vargas' Dream of Serving God
is Coming True, and You're Helping to
Make It Happen

With your generosity, ABMHS has been awarding
scholarships to bright American Baptists students for
over 100 years. You're
inspiring young people like
Antonio Vargas to become
the next generation of
church leaders. Antonio is
stepping back from full-
time ministry to pursue a Master of Divinity degree at
Andover Newton Seminary at Yale Divinity School. He’s
on the ordination track to become an ABC minister.

“Theological education is not just for the individual,”
Antonio says. “It’s an act of community. It’s a
responsibility to be shared for the slow, steady flourishing
of the whole body of God. It’s focused on Christ’s
Kingdom and the building of the commonwealth of love
and justice.”

He’s grateful for the encouragement and support he
receives from ABHMS and donors like you.

Because of your generosity, ABHMS awards
scholarships for virtually every kind of student, from
undergraduate to postgraduate to doctoral candidates,
including the prestigious Daniel E. Weiss Scholarship
for seminarians. For students like Antonio, it’s the
realization of a lifelong dream to serve God and His
people—a dream that you're a part of and that you're
heling to make possible.

Chaplain Alexander Aimette Is
Answering the Call, and It's Because
of Your Generous Giving

ABHMS Chaplaincy and Specialized Ministries take
Jesus’ love into real moments of people’s lives, especially
the darkest times. CH (Maj) Alexander Aimette
ministers to the men and
women of our military, thanks
to your wonderful support.

Alexander is called to help
soldiers. Regardless of their
, faith, service men and women
know they can talk with a chaplain about anything, with
complete confidentially. Alexander says. “I was walking
back to where I was living one day, and a Marine coming
the other way calls out, ‘Chaplain!" Alexander relates.
"So I stop, and he says, ‘I need you to talk to my soldier.
His grandmother just died.” Forget whatever else I was
going to do. I went and talked to this kid.”

That’s the calling. Through your support for
ABHMS chaplaincy, you enable chaplains like Alexander
to help service men and women in distress who are
putting their lives on the line to keep us safe.

Chaplains are there in disasters, sickness, grief, loss,
accidents, tragedy, and despair. When everything seems
lost, a chaplain helps us see that the spirit of the living
God is with us in the darkness. That’s what you make
possible with your kind, caring gifts.

America for Christ Offering 2024 5



Graceful conversations for youth

For last year’s American for Christ guide, we talked
about the word grace, defining it as the “unmerited gift
of divine favor™ and discussing examples. Today, let’s
discuss ways we know we are either experiencing grace or
about to experience grace. We sometimes talk about re-
lationship “red flags” or clues that may show something
is wrong with a friendship or other relationships. With
grace, we might think about looking for “green flags.”
Green flags for grace can be reminders of how we feel
God moving in our lives. Because God touches us, we
can, in turn, display green flags for grace in our lives.

The scripture verse for this year’s offering tells us a

bit about God’s green flags:

Because of the God's great love, we are not
consumed, for God's compassions never fail. They
are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.

—LAMENTATIONS 3:22-23, NIV

What green flags do you see in this verse? Perhaps
you are drawn to the idea of “the Lord’s great love.”
God’s love manifests in our lives in many ways. We can
see God’s love by spending time in nature, through the
care of loving family members and friends, and more.
Maybe you are drawn to the word “compassion.” Com-
passion means being aware of others' pain and suffering

and wanting to do something about it. God’s compas-
sion for us never fails, as the verse tells us. In other
words, God knows about the things in our lives that
bother us and always wants to do something about it for
us. Another green flag in this verse is faithfulness, which
means being loyal, committed, and dependable. God’s
faithfulness is great, and new every morning,

Because God has shown us so many green flags for
grace through the life of Christ, how do we also show
green flags in the world? After all, we strive to be like
“little Christs,” when we take the meaning of the word
Christian literally. Here are some questions to help you
think about your green flags:

1. Where do you feel God’s great love in your life?

Do you feel this through connecting with people,
with nature, or somewhere else?

2. When have you experienced compassion, either from
God, people, or both? In what ways have you shown
compassion to others?

3. In what ways have you seen God’s great faithfulness
in your life? How do you live a faithful life?

4. What other green flags for grace do you see in the
Bible? How might you share these green flags with
the world?

! Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopedia. “grace.” Encyclopedia Britannica,
May 30, 2022. https://www.britannica.com/topic/grace-religion

~

Break the Code!

What is the secret message? Use the chart below to figure out which number stands for each letter.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Y F I B P O KQ ZDHU CSTMEUNI X RILWIJAUGV

25 20 16 24 14 3 13 25 6 10 13
2 24 3 14 11 2 17 21 18 16 13 13
25 20 24 12 16 24 18 10 21 6 26 16
!
2 6 20 1 6 17

_
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Frequently asked questions

What is the national goal?

American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS) is
promoting the America for Christ (AFC) Offering 2024,
which seeks to raise $1,500,000 to support American
Baptist mission and ministry across the United States
and Puerto Rico.

What is the AFC 2024 theme?
The theme for the America for Christ Offering 2024 is
“Grace upon Grace”

Because of God's great love, we are not consumed, for God's
compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great
is your faithfulness. —Lamentations 3:22-23 (NIV)

How can | support AFC 2024?

You can give during the congregational offering Sunday
at your church, or you can give an individual gift

online by visiting abhms.org/afcnow. Also, consider
encouraging your congregation’s Mission Committee to
include an America for Christ Offering contribution in
its annual budget.

How is my gift making a difference?

Your generous AFC gifts allows ABHMS to partner
with ABC churches, community groups. ABC seminaries
and institutions to financially support them in the follow-
ing areas:

Cultivating Leaders — strong leaders advance the
mission of faith communities.

Equipping Disciples — broadening the understanding
of what it means to be a follower of Jesus.

Healing Communities — we believe the power of
Christian love can—and will—change the world.

How is the AFC Offering used?
The offering is distributed in three parts:

59% supports the ministries of ABHMS.

12% supports the offering’s promotional and
deputation costs.

29% supports regional ministries. (ABHMS is the
only mission board to share its offering with American
Baptist Churches USA regions.)

—12%
AFC promotional
& deputation costs

59%
Ministries
of ABHMS

—29%
Regional
Ministries

Who do I contact for more materials or if

| have a general question?

Contact personnel in ABHMS’ Office of Development:
Kim Wilkins, Development Coordinator,
610.768.2413
Vincent Dent, Chief Development Officer,
610.768.2420
Monique Sadler-Taylor, Director of the Annual Fund
and Major Gifts, 610.768.2410

Where do I find the electronic versions of
AFC 2024 materials to download?

Visit abhms.org/afc for downloadable items and the
opportunity to show the videos directly from the Internet.

Mission Moments: America for Christ Offering Videos
The online videos can be used during a “Mission
Moment” in worship or in a small group setting to
illustrate how America for Christ Offering contributions
impact and transform lives across America and Puerto
Rico. Go to abhms.org/afc to download the videos.

America for Christ Offering 2024 7
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AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING 2024
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GRACE uwpon GRACE

Because of God's great love we are not
consumed, for God’s compassions never fail. They are

new every morning; great is your faithfulness.

—LAMENTATIONS 3:22-23 (NIV)

Because of God's great love we are not
consumed, for God’s compassions never fail. They are

new every morning; great is your faithfulness.

—LAMENTATIONS 3:22-23 (NIV)

AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING 2024
Please give today! | www.abhms.org/afc

i American Baptist Home Mission Societies @ www.abhms.o rg/ afc



Ameritlzan Baptist Home Mission Societies
AMERICA FOR CHRIST King of Prossi, PA 19406
OFFERING 2024

Promotional Materials Enclosed

To obtain additional promotional materials
visit abhms.org/afc or contact Kim Wilkins
at kim.wilkins@abhms.org or 610.768.2413.

In 2024, Judson Press will commemorate its bicentennial—200 years of
publishing thought-provoking and uplifting Christian literature. So...

WeTe having a party!

S AV E T H E DAT E S judsonpress.com
April 9—", 2024 abhms.org

SPACE FOR GRACE ~Z
& SPIRITUAL CAREGIVERS CONFERENCE ]U_dSOIl PTQ SS"

Klng of PrUSSia, PA DISTINGUISHED PUBLISHERS SINCE 1824



