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God’s Word: A Prayer for those Who teach

Leader: Your word is a lamp before our feet and a light for our journey. 
People: When the path seems unclear, draw us apart to the illumination 

of your word.
Leader: My people shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that  

comes from the mouth of God.
People: Free us from human precepts and cultural values and bind us to  

your word.
Leader: Make an effort to present yourself to God as a tried-and-true  

worker, who interprets the message of truth correctly.
People: Give us integrity as we study and share our sacred Scripture 

with others.
Leader: But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive 

themselves.
People: Help us to validate our teaching by living your word day to day.
Leader: Just as the rain comes down from the sky, causing the earth to  

conceive and yield plants and providing seed for the next generation of   
growth, so too my word does not return empty.

People: Help us to trust the Bible as the word of love that will bring forth   
life from generation to generation.

Leader: Your word is a lamp before our feet and a light for our journey. 
People: We yearn to walk with others in the light of your word. 
All: In the name of Jesus, the light of the world, may it be so.

(Based on Ps. 119:105, 15; Is. 55:11, 2 Tim. 2:15, and Mtt. 4:4)
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	T he 2022 Discipleship and Christian Education Guide is 
divided into three sections, beginning with a discussion of 
the theme on pages 3–8. A planning section follows (pages 
9–19), with the Revised Common Lectionary for 2022, Year-at-
a-Glance Calendar and monthly planning pages. A resources 
section (pages 21–40) introduces our newly inaugurated 

Center for Continuous Learning and provides information 
on a range of other discipleship resources available from 
ABHMS. The section also includes Judson Press’s Christian 
education catalog and a photocopiable litany for Christian 
Education Sunday (September 25) in English, Traditional 
Chinese, French and Spanish.
	F orming new followers of Jesus and nurturing growth 
in existing ones is complex and challenging in this postmod-
ern, post-Christendom era. At the same time, this season 
of rapid, discontinuous change provides new and exciting 
opportunities to reclaim and proclaim authentic faith in 
ways that capture the minds and hearts of those outside 
the church.
	 While we often have sentimental attachments to our 
church traditions, many of them are recent phenomena. 
For example, the Sunday School Movement, which arose 
outside of the church in response to challenges of the Indus-
trial Revolution and morphed into the twentieth-century 
church’s primary tool for Christian education, has been 
around for less than three hundred years of Christianity’s 
more than two-thousand-year history. That movement, 
however, witnesses to the timeless truth that responsiveness 
to changing external contexts and internal circumstances 
is essential to the continuation and spread of the gospel. In 
fact, according to church historian and phenomenologist 
Marianne Sawicki, the ability to change is one of the most 
conventional aspects of our Christian heritage:

The most traditional thing about the [early] 
Christian churches is their adaptability, their 
readiness to change to accommodate new 
needs in new times, while preserving—more 
or less faithfully to be sure!—their continuity 
with the message and work of Jesus Christ.* 

	I t is important not to miss the irony here! While the 
Christian church rests on ancient tradition, which we might 
be inclined to preserve by insulating ourselves from change, 
the ability to be untraditional is essential to that very tradi-
tion. Adaptability makes possible preservation of the tradi-
tion for each new age and context.
	O ur prayer is that this resource and all ABHMS’s 
discipleship offerings will help faith communities become 
more responsive and more willing to experiment with new 
ways of initiating and nurturing faith in Jesus. Never has the 
world been in more need of the presence and witness of 
authentic followers of Jesus. As always, we appreciate feed-
back. Please address comments or questions to Leda Carter 
at leda.carter@abhms.org or 888-792-2467, ext. 2028.

Rev. Cassandra Carkuff Williams, EdD, served 
ABHMS 2004–2021, most recently as national 
director, discipleship ministries. She is the author 
of Learning the Way: Reclaiming Wisdom 
from the Earliest Christian Communities 
(https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781566995726) 

*	(Marianne Sawicki, The Gospel in History: Portrait of a Teaching Church: 
	 The Origins of Christian Education [Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1999], p. 39)

Welcome!

The Discipleship and Christian Education 
Guide is published annually by American 
Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS). 
Print copies are mailed to all American 
Baptist regions and churches, and 
to individuals by request. A PDF may 
be downloaded at www.abhms.org> 
Publications & Resources> Discipleship and 
Christian Education Guide, and additional 
print copies can be requested through 
customer service at 800-458-3766.
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	I n Animal Ethics and the Nonconformist Conscience (Pal-
grave Macmillan, 2018), Philip J. Sampson introduces the 
notion of a “nomadic” Christian tradition that exists in the 
broader Western culture, vestiges of Christian concepts that 
retain force in the public sphere. Sampson proposes that the 
presence of this fragmentary Christian tradition is sufficient 
permission to address it. I would go further, however, and 
propose that its presence requires us to address—and cor-
rect—it when necessary.
	I n many cases, misappropriations of biblical concepts 
have become popular parlance. Of even greater concern, it is 
often these misappropriations rather than solid biblical 
scholarship that inform the understandings of church folk. 
Consider, for example, the notion of going the extra mile, 
which in common usage suggests making an extra effort on 
a task or for another person. By leaving out the details of the 
verse, which reads: “If anyone forces you to go one mile, go 
with them two miles” (Matthew 5:41, emphasis added), the 
admonition has been reduced to niceness rather than being 
a subversive tactic for those under the thumb of an oppres-
sive regime. The Roman Empire allowed soldiers to force 
locals to carry their loads for one mile. By going two miles, 
oppressed subjects would put soldiers in the untenable posi-
tion of violating the law, making it nonviolent resistance to 
an unjust practice. Or consider the popular notion that 
Mary Magdalene was a prostitute when, in fact, according to 
the Gospels, she was a woman who had been healed by 
Jesus, a woman of substance who supported his ministry, 
a disciple who traveled as part of Jesus’ entourage, and 
among the first to witness and proclaim the resurrection 
(Matthew 27:55-56; 28:1-8; Mark 15:40-41; 16:1-8; Luke 8:1-3; 
23:55; 24:1-12; John 20:1-18). How often the word of Franco 
Zeffirelli or Bill O’Reilly is taken as gospel rather than 
the Gospels themselves! Allowing cultural adaptations or 
contemporary concepts to guide our understanding is 
just one way we do a disservice to the sacred traditions we 
call scripture.

	F or first-century Jesus followers, the oral and written 
traditions that became our Bible addressed practical day-to-
day questions, such as, “How do we make sure everyone gets 
a fair share of our limited food supplies?” (See Acts 6:1-7); 
“Can we do business with people who have beliefs different 
from ours?” (1 Corinthians 8:1-13); and “What do we do 
about stupid people?” (1 Peter 2:15). As Christians, we 
depend on these same traditions to teach us what it means 
to walk with Jesus. Therefore, the Bible demands reverence, 
a reverence that honors it with intentional, quality study.
	T he three articles on pages 4–8 address commonly mis-
appropriated or misunderstood texts to reclaim their power 
to transform individual lives and the world itself. Rev. Dr. 
Jeffrey Haggray takes us on the dangerous journey down the 
Jericho Road in “Who Is My Neighbor?” Rev. Dr. Jeffrey 
Johnson considers anew Jesus’ encounter with the woman 
at the well in “The UnFaithful Woman at the Well,” and 
Rev. Dr. Cassandra Williams challenges popular under-
standings of two Old Testament commandments in “The 
Vanity of Insisting on Obedience.”

The Theme | Handling the Word of Truth

Do your best to present 
yourself to God as one 
approved, a worker who 
does not need to be ashamed 
and who correctly handles 
the word of truth. 

 —2 Timothy 2:15

Workshop for Church Life and Leadership C901, “Reading the Bible with 
Integrity” (www.abhms.org> Publications & Resources> Workshops for 
Church Life and Leadership), is the perfect resource for teaching church 
members the basics of responsible study of Scripture.
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	 We often hear news stories about “good Samaritans,” 
people who do some nice deed for others. Unfortunately, 
this appropriation of Jesus’ parable trivializes the radical 
nature of his response to the question “Who is my 
neighbor?”—a question that perhaps requires a spiritual, 
moral and ethical hearing today more than at any time in 
human history.
	T he story begins with an encounter with a teacher of 
Judaic law:

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up 
to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I 
do to inherit eternal life?” 
	 What is written in the Law?” he replied. 
“How do you read it?”
	 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your strength and with all your mind’; and, 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
	 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. 
“Do this and you will live.” (Luke 10:25-28)

	T he lawyer’s motivations are explicit in the text. He was 
trying to test Jesus in a public arena. What is not as clear to 
contemporary readers is the notion of inheriting eternal life. 
While we often associate it with going to heaven after death, 
for first-century Jews, the concept of eternal life was held in 
contrast to fleeting life or a life concerned about everyday 
things rather than focused on matters of eternal impor-
tance. For the lawyer, having eternal life was about a life 
dedicated to study of the Torah—a privileged lifestyle 
afforded only a select few (e.g., John 5:39-40). For both the 
Torah expert and for Jesus, eternal life was something to be 
experienced in the here and now. What differed between 
them was the how.
	T he Torah expert’s motivation was further evidenced as 
he tried to justify himself by asking, “And who is my neigh-
bor?” (v. 29). Jesus responded with what is likely the most 
well-known of his parables.

“A man was going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho when he was attacked by robbers. 
They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and 
went away, leaving him half dead. A priest 
happened to be going down the same road, 
and when he saw the man, he passed by on 
the other side. So too, a Levite, when he came 
to the place and saw him, passed by on the 
other side. But a Samaritan, as he traveled, 
came where the man was; and when he saw 
him, he took pity on him. He went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and 
wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, 
brought him to an inn and took care of him. 
The next day he took out two denarii and gave 
them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he 
said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you 
for any extra expense you may have.’” 
(Luke 10:29-35)

“Who Is My Neighbor?” | Luke 10:25-37
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	I t is worth reminding ourselves of the bitter tensions 
between Jews and Samaritans. In contrast to the ethnically 
pure priest and Levite, who were esteemed members of the 
Jewish priestly class, Samaritans were descendants of a 
mixed population resultant from Assyria’s importation of 
people from other lands after the conquest of the northern 
kingdom. They had opposed the rebuilding of Jerusalem 
and the temple (Ezra 4:2-5). They worshiped on Mount Ger-
izim with their own scriptures and rituals. In short, they 
were considered unclean, socially outcast heretics.
	T he route the traveler took is also significant. The direct 
route to Jericho from Jerusalem is northeast through 
Samaria. However, the traveler went down from Jerusalem. 
That is south and then northeast to Jericho, a longer route 
commonly taken by Jews to avoid contact with Samaritans. 
On a visit to Israel years ago, my wife, Shelby, and I drove 
from Jerusalem to the Dead Sea beside the Jericho Road, 
which is less a road than a walking trail bordered by trees on 
both sides—good hiding places for those with bad inten-
tions. This was the path taken by the man.
	 More than a tale about a random act of kindness, this 
parable exposes some of the complications associated with 
loving our neighbors in a dangerous world populated by 
diverse people. It may feel easy to judge the priest and the 
Levite, but they had good reasons for not helping. Perhaps 
the man was a plant, either lying in wait himself or put there 
by others to trap travelers. If he were dead, touching him 
would have defiled and disqualified them from their temple 
responsibilities. What has been optioned by our broader 
culture as a nice little story about being nice is really a story 
about the transforming power of God. Original hearers 
would have been shocked, not just by the identity of the 
hero—a Samaritan who presumably would have nothing to 
do with a Jew—but also by what he did.
	 While the priest and Levite were traveling the same road 
as the man and chose to move away from him, the Samari-
tan went to him, likely having seen him from a distance. He 
was not guided by fear. He was not deterred by the man’s 
appearance, religious affiliation, nationality or status. He 
was moved by compassion. He didn’t see a member of a 
group that despised him. He saw only a fellow traveler in 
need. He modified his plans, taking him to a safe place, 
likely an establishment run by another Jew. He got his hands 
dirty caring for him overnight, paid the equivalent of two 
days wages from his own pocket, and left with the promise 
to return and cover any additional costs.
	A fter telling the story, Jesus tested the lawyer: “Which 
of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man 

who fell into the hands of robbers?” Unable to utter his ene-
my’s name, the lawyer simply said, “The one who had 
mercy on him.” Returning to the initial question of how to 
inherit eternal life, Jesus offered four simple words: “Go and 
do likewise.”
	 Who is my neighbor?

n	the person down the street with a different political 
	 affiliation or socioeconomic status
n	the person I shun because I value religious differences 		
	 over shared humanity
n	the person socially isolated by illness or disability and a 	
	 culture that chooses not to see them
n	undocumented immigrants who, just like me, want to 		
	 provide for their families 
n	returning citizens who, their debt to society paid, remain 	
	 incarcerated by stigma, hurdles and social convention

	T hese are the folks Jesus challenges us to love. These are 
also the folks Jesus challenges us to be loved by. The Jewish 
traveler was cared for, transported by and shared lodging 
with one whom his clan deemed an unclean, heretical 
enemy. While we must ask, “Who is it I won’t touch?” every 
now and then we need to imagine ourselves as the person 
lying in the ditch and ask ourselves, “Who won’t I let touch 
me? Is there any ethnic, religious, social or ideological group 
I would resist help from?”
	 Who is my neighbor? The one who needs me—and the 
one who helps me. How do I inherit eternal life? By crossing 
the boundaries of division, difference and otherness. By 
being a neighbor. It’s just that simple. It’s just that radical.

Rev. Jeffrey Haggray, DMin, serves as executive director of 
American Baptist Home Mission Societies and Judson Press.
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	 Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman (John 4:1-
42) can be understood as literal or as allusion. While oppos-
ing opinions exist about the meaning of the details of the 
narrative, one aspect of the story that cannot be questioned 
is its importance, which is indicated by the sheer number of 
verses given to it. Even more striking is the length of the dia-
logue between the Samaritan woman and Jesus. One of the 
longest in any of the Gospels, this conversation comprises 
half the story.
	 Jesus is said to have arrived at the well (v. 6, KJV) at the 
“sixth hour,” a detail that is often interpreted to mean that 
the woman’s lifestyle is an embarrassment and she’s hoping 
to avoid meeting anyone. Kenneth Gangel writes, “About 
noon the woman came to the well, obviously a social outcast 
since that hot hour would have been an unlikely time to lug 
a heavy water jar back into the city” (Holman New Testament 
Commentary: John, p. 74). Why is it that when a Bible passage 
is not given an explicit bent, we default to neutrality or even 
to the negative over possible positive interpretations? For 

example, nowhere in the story of Nicodemus’s nighttime 
talk with Jesus (John 3:1-21) does it say he came at night for 
fear of the Jews. Similarly, nowhere in the story of the 
woman at the well does it say she came at noon for fear of 
the Samaritans. Yet these stories have been saddled through 
time with these negative presuppositions.
	I sn’t it possible that Nicodemus came at night because it 
was the best time available? Could not the woman have 
merely come to draw water when she had time available or 
when her household ran out? Could not the phrase “a 
woman of Samaria” (v. 7, KJV) infer a person of significance 
instead of one of sin? The well was not restricted to use dur-
ing morning or evening hours. With no running water in 
the homes of that day, coming to the well any time of day 
could be necessary. Furthermore, the emphasis on the time 
of day is immediately connected with Jesus’ physical condi-
tion, his weariness, and not the woman’s spiritual condition. 
And this was not just any well. It is the well where Jacob met 
his wife, Rachel. At a time when women were not included 

The UnFaithful Woman at the Well
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in theological discussions, the unnamed Samaritan woman 
demonstrated the ability to stand on her own theological 
feet by asking if Jesus was greater than Jacob—an allusion to 
the encounter some two thousand years earlier. That con-
nection becomes even more explicit when we remember that 
Jacob’s initial meeting with Rachel (Genesis 29:6-12) also 
took place at midday. Yet, sadly, many fixate on the woman’s 
questionable relationships with men—which isn’t a cer-
tainty—rather than on her being with Jesus, which certainly 
is the crux of this passage.
	R egarding her marital status, Jesus never identified it as 
sin. While the Samaritan woman may indeed have been 
married five times, the text never tells the reader why the 
marriages were dissolved. We do know that for her to marry 
again and again, each of the preceding marriages must have 
ended properly, either by the death of the husband or by 
male-initiated divorce. A double standard related to divorce 
characterized ancient Israel and most of its contemporaries 
throughout the Mediterranean region as C. R. Taber notes in 
his discussion of divorce in biblical times: “There is no hint 
in history of a divorce being initiated by a wife” (The Inter-
preter’s Dictionary of the Bible, p. 244).
	I f Jesus was referring to a literal cycle of bad relation-
ships, Cassandra Williams has offered this assessment: “The 
five marriages suggest only that she was obviously unlucky 
in relationships.” Williams went on to point out, “One of 
three possibilities can explain why the man she was now liv-
ing with was not her husband (v. 18). She could have been a 
widow living with her nearest male relative. She could have 
been a childless widow living with her brother-in-law to pro-
vide a progeny for her deceased husband in fulfillment of 
the Levirate marriage requirement. In that case, they would 
be married; however, he would not formally be considered 
her husband. Or she could be living with a man as if they 
were married (an improbable but commonly endorsed 
option), which was considered a capital offense, making it 
unlikely she would even be alive to speak with Jesus. The 
notion of ‘living in sin,’ simply did not exist in first-century 
Palestine” (from a sermon preached at Conklin Avenue Bap-
tist Church, Binghamton, NY, February 5, 2012).
	I f the relationships are to be understood as symbolic, 
the husbands could refer to Samaria’s collective infidelity 
that occurred when remnants of the northern tribes of Israel 
intermarried with peoples relocated from other lands after 
the Assyrian conquest. Though in large part Samaria was 
solidly Jewish with the tribes of Issachar, Manasseh and 
Ephraim originally settled there, they accepted the worship 
of the false gods of five foreign tribes: the Babylonians who 

worshiped Marduk, the Cuthites who worshiped Nergal, the 
people of Avva who worshiped Nibhaz and Tartak, the peo-
ple of Sepharvaim who worshiped their city gods, and King 
Hadad who worshiped Anath (2 Kings 17:30-31). Therefore, 
Jesus could be making a connection with Samaria’s past. 
Within that context, it is not the woman but the country she 
represents who had five false relationships (religions). This 
view gains traction when we note the use by Jesus (referred 
to as a prophet here) of adultery/idolatry imagery—a com-
mon metaphor employed in Old Testament prophetic tradi-
tion—to call Samaria to worship the one God in spirit and 
truth (v. 23). A progression is evidenced in her references to 
Jesus from “a Jew” (v. 9), to “sir” (v. 11), to “a prophet” (v. 19), 
to “Messiah” (v. 25). A similar spiritual progression in the 
woman’s self-understanding is apparent in her movement 
from seeker (v. 20—making spiritual inquiries) to believer 
(v. 25—“I know that Messiah is coming”) to disciple (v. 29—
encouraging others to believe.
	I n a presentation titled “The Samaritan Woman at the 
Well” (February 29, 2020, post on womensordinationcamp-
aign.org), Sister Christine Vladimiroff stated, “The Samari-
tan woman left her water jar at the well, reminiscent of the 
other disciples who left their 
means of work, fishing nets or tax 
booths.” The woman’s testimony 
likely was one of influence not 
infidelity. It appears she had a 
level of respect and rapport with 
the community, because they sim-
ply went with her (v. 30), respond-
ing to her invitation to “come, 
see” Jesus. She didn’t have to con-
vince or coerce. All she had to do was extend the invitation. 
That is evangelism plain and simple. The text doesn’t say she 
was told to go and tell, but she could not keep to herself this 
life-changing encounter. That is the trademark of a disci-
ple—one who has taken their eyes off themselves and put 
their eyes on another, specifically on others’ spiritual needs. 
A disciple acts as and is simultaneously a follower (to be so 
motivated by Jesus) and a leader (to bring the town to Jesus).
	A n intrinsic value of the story of the Samaritan woman 
is to establish the full equality of the faith community. It 
contains powerful lessons for us today about inclusivity in 
the church and about the role of women as both capable 
theologians and faithful disciples.

Rev. Jeffrey A. Johnson, PhD, serves ABHMS as national coordi-
nator, faith initiation.
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	 While several decalogues appear in the Hebrew Bible, 
the most familiar is found in Exodus 20. Perhaps the most 
well-known of these commandments, or words, as they are 
called in Hebrew, are the third (v. 7) and fifth (v. 12), both 
of which illustrate the risks of partial quotation, neglect of 
details, and disregard of context when interpreting Scripture.
	 We must first place these two oft-quoted command-
ments within their literary and historic context. Exodus 20 
begins with “And,” indicating that what follows is directly 
related to the events described in previous chapters, events 
encapsulated by “I am the Lord your God, who brought you 
out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery” (v. 2). We are dealing 
with directives specifically given to escaped Hebrew slaves 
for the purpose of becoming a people who bear witness to 
the one true God; the core and conditions of their relation-
ship with the God who rescued them.
	T he prohibition against taking the Lord’s name in vain 
reads in full, “You shall not make wrongful use of the name 
of the Lord Your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone 
who misuses his name” (v. 7, NRSV). “Lord” is a replace-
ment for YHWH, the name given in response to Moses’ 
request to know the name of the god who was sending him 
to lead the slaves out of Egypt (Exodus 3:13). While often 
translated “I am,” there is no scholarly consensus. Alterna-
tives include “I will be what I will be” and “I will be with 
you.” In Moses’ time, people believed that knowing gods’ 
names gave them the power to make them present or compel 
them to act. God’s reply to Moses was a renunciation of this 
magical understanding. Moses was dealing with a divine 
being who would not be manipulated. Considered holy (that 
is other) by the Hebrew people, the name was not to be spo-
ken, hence the substitution with “The Lord” or sometimes 
simply “The Name.”
	 Saying “god” is not taking the Lord’s name in vain, 
because “god” is not God’s name. Using God to further 
one’s own agenda is taking God’s name in vain, for example, 
insisting that God wants what we want. The forensic 
language in the commandment—“The Lord will not 
acquit”—is a reminder that these are terms of an agreement 
between God and Israel, which, if breached, would have 
consequences.
	A s we turn to the ever popular “Honor your father and 
your mother” in verse 12, we need to keep in mind that 
the commandments were addressed to adults as sons and 
daughters of the covenant. The Hebrew kabbed does not 

mean obey. The word is from the Hebrew root meaning to 
be heavy. It is used in a negative sense to refer to affliction or 
being aggrieved, as in the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart 
(Exodus 14:4). It is used in the positive sense to mean to have 
abundance, glorify, revere, or show honor to, as in Proverbs 
3:9: “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits 
of all your crops.”
	T he neglected remainder of Exodus 20:12, “so that you 
may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you,” 
provides important clues to its meaning by reminding us 
that we are dealing with contractual provisions between two 
parties. Honoring their “fathers and mothers”—likely a ref-
erence to their forebears in the faith—is about keeping the 
established covenant between God and people who would 
become a nation called Israel, a requirement for remaining 
in the land of promise for subsequent generations.
	I n an ironic twist with grave consequences for children, 
parents have been taking the Lord’s name in vain for centu-
ries, misusing the fifth commandment as support for their 
desire for children to give unquestioning obedience to them. 
Repentance is long overdue.

Rev. Cassandra Carkuff Williams, ThM, EdD, served ABHMS 
in discipleship ministries from 2004 to 2021.

The Vanity of Insisting on Obedience
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n	Revised Common Lectionary
n	2022 Year-at-a-Glance Calendar
n	Monthly Planning Pages

Planning
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Year C
January 1: New Year’s Day
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13
Psalm 8
Revelation 21:1-6a
Matthew 25:31-46

January 2
Jeremiah 31:7-14 or Sirach 24:1-12
Psalm 147:12-20 or Wisdom of Solomon 
	 10:15-21
Ephesians 1:3-14
John 1:(1-9), 10-18

January 6: Epiphany
Isaiah 60:1-16
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

January 9: Baptism of the Lord
Isaiah 43:1-7
Psalm 29
Acts 8:14-17
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

January 16
Isaiah 62:1-5
Psalm 36:5-10
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11

January 23
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
Luke 4:14-21

January 30
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30

February 2
Malachi 3:1-4
Psalm 84 or Psalm 24:7-10
Hebrews 2:14-18
Luke 2:22-40

February 6
Isaiah 6:1-8, (9-13)
Psalm 138
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Luke 5:1-11

February 13
Jeremiah 17:5-10
Psalm 1
1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Luke 6:17-26

February 20
Genesis 45:3-11, 15
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40
1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
Luke 6:27-38

February 27: Transfiguration Sunday
Exodus 34:29-35
Psalm 99
2 Corinthians 3:12–4:2
Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a)

February 28
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Psalm 22:23-31
Romans 4:13-25
Mark 8:31-38 or Mark 9:2-9

March 2: Ash Wednesday
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12
Psalm 51:1-17
2 Corinthians 5:20b–6:10
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

March 6: First Sunday in Lent
Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
Romans 10:8b-13
Luke 4:1-13

March 13: Second Sunday in Lent
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Psalm 27
Philippians 3:17–4:1
Luke 13:31-35 or Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a)

March 20: Third Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 55:1-9
Psalm 63:1-8
1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Luke 13:1-9

March 25: Annunciation of the Lord
Isaiah 7:10-14
Psalm 45 or Psalm 40:5-10
Hebrews 10:4-10
Luke 1:26-38

March 27: Fourth Sunday in Lent
Joshua 5:9-12
Psalm 32
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

April 3: Fifth Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 43:16-21
Psalm 126
Philippians 3:4b-14
John 12:1-8

April 10: Palm or Passion Sunday
Liturgy of the Palms: Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; 	
	L uke 19:28-40
Liturgy of the Passion: Isaiah 50:4-9a; 	
	 Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; 
	L uke 22:14-23:56 or Luke 23:1-49

Holy Week: April 11–April 16
Monday: Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 36:5-11; 
	 Hebrews 9:11-15; John 12:1-11
Tuesday: Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 71:1-14; 1 
	 Corinthians 1:18-31; John 12:20-36
Wednesday: Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 70; 

	 Hebrews 12:1-3; John 13:21-32
Maundy Thursday: Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14; 	
	 Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; 1 Corinthians 
	 11:23-26; John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Good Friday: Isaiah 52:13–53:12; Psalm 22; 	
	 Hebrews 10:16-25 or Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9; 	
	 John 18:1–19:42
Holy Saturday: Job 14:1-14 or Lamentations 	
	 3:1-9, 19-24; Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16; 1 Peter 4:1-8 	
	 Matthew 27:57-66 or John 19:38-42

April 17: Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 65:17-25
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15:19-26 or Acts 10:34-43
John 20:1-18 or Luke 24:1-12

April 24: Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 5:27-32
Psalm 118:14-29 
Revelation 1:4-8
John 20:19-31

May 1: Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:1-6, (7-20)
Psalm 30
Revelation 5:11-14
John 21:1-19

May 8: Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:36-43
Psalm 23
Revelation 7:9-17
John 10:22-30

May 15: Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 11:1-18
Psalm 148
Revelation 21:1-6
John 13:31-35

May 22: Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 16:9-15
Psalm 67
Revelation 21:10, 22–22:5
John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9

May 26: Ascension Sunday
Acts 1:1-11
Psalm 47 or Psalm 93
Ephesians 1:15-23
Luke 24:44-53

May 29: Seventh Sunday of Easter
(If Ascension not observed here)
Acts 16:16-34
Psalm 97
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21
John 17:20-26

June 5: Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21 or Genesis 11:1-9
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Romans 8:14-17 or Acts 2:1-21
John 14:8-17, (25-27)

Revised Common Lectionary 2022
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June 12: Trinity Sunday
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 and Psalm 8
Romans 5:1-5
John 16:12-15

June 19
1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a and Psalm 42 
	 and 43
Isaiah 65:1-9 and Psalm 22:19-28
Galatians 3:23-29
Luke 8:26-39

June 26
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 and Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20
1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 and Psalm 16
Galatians 5:1, 13-25
Luke 9:51-62

July 3
2 Kings 5:1-14 and Psalm 30
Isaiah 66:10-14 and Psalm 66:1-9
Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

July 10
Amos 7:7-17 and Psalm 82
Deuteronomy 30:9-14 and Psalm 25:1-10
Colossians 1:1-14
Luke 10:25-37

July 17
Amos 8:1-12 and Psalm 52
Genesis 18:1-10a and Psalm 15
Colossians 1:15-28
Luke 10:38-42

July 24
Hosea 1:2-10 and Psalm 85
Genesis 18:20-32 and Psalm 138
Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19)
Luke 11:1-13

July 31
Hosea 11:1-11 and Psalm 107:1-9, 43
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 and 
	 Psalm 49:1-12
Colossians 3:1-11
Luke 12:13-21

August 7
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 and Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23
Genesis 15:1-6 and Psalm 33:12-22
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Luke 12:32-40

August 14
Isaiah 5:1-7 and Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19
Jeremiah 23:23-29 and Psalm 82
Hebrews 11:29–12:2
Luke 12:49-56

August 21
Jeremiah 1:4-10 and Psalm 71:1-6
Isaiah 58:9b-14 and Psalm 103:1-8
Hebrews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17

August 28
Jeremiah 2:4-13 and Psalm 81:1, 10-16
Sirach 10:12-18 or Proverbs 25:6-7 and 
	 Psalm 112
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Luke 14:1, 7-14

September 4
Jeremiah 18:1-11 and Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 and Psalm 1
Philemon 1:1-21
Luke 14:25-33

September 11
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 and Psalm 14
Exodus 32:7-14 and Psalm 51:1-10
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-10

September 18
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 and Psalm 79:1-9
Amos 8:4-7 and Psalm 113
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Luke 16:1-13

September 25
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 and Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16
Amos 6:1a, 4-7 and Psalm 146
1 Timothy 6:6-19
Luke 16:19-31

October 2
Lamentations 1:1-6 and Lamentations 3:19-26 	
	 or Psalm 137
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 and Psalm 37:1-9
2 Timothy 1:1-14
Luke 17:5-10

October 9
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 and Psalm 66:1-12
2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c and Psalm 111
2 Timothy 2:8-15
Luke 17:11-19

October 16
Jeremiah 31:27-34 and Psalm 119:97-104
Genesis 32:22-31 and Psalm 121
2 Timothy 3:14–4:5
Luke 18:1-8

October 23
Joel 2:23-32 and Psalm 65
Sirach 35:12-17 or Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
Luke 18:9-14

October 30
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 and Psalm 119:137-144
Isaiah 1:10-18 and Psalm 32:1-7
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12
Luke 19:1-10

November 1: All Saint’s Day
(Sometimes observed on first Sunday in Nov.)
Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18 and Psalm 149
Ephesians 1:11-23
Luke 6:20-31

November 6
Haggai 1:15b–2:9 and Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 or 	
	 Psalm 98
Job 19:23-27a and Psalm 17:1-9
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17
Luke 20:27-38

November 13
Isaiah 65:17-25 and Isaiah 12
Malachi 4:1-2a and Psalm 98
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Luke 21:5-19

November 20: Christ the King
(End of Church Year)
Jeremiah 23:1-6 and Luke 1:68-79
Jeremiah 23:1-6 and Psalm 46
Colossians 1:11-20
Luke 23:33-43

November 24: Thanksgiving
Deuteronomy 26:1-11 and Psalm 100
Philippians 4:4-9
John 6:25-35

November 27
First Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 122
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44

Year A Begins
December 4: 
Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12

December 11: 
Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 35:1-10
Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

December 18: 
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25

December 24 & 25: 
Christmas Eve & Day
Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14, (15-20)
Or
Isaiah 62:6-12
Psalm 97
Titus 3:4-7
Luke 2:(1-7), 8-20
Or
Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 98
Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12)
John 1:1-14
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Do you practice the spiritual discipline of meditating on God’s Word? It can 
bring you great benefit and peace. The Secret Place daily devotional is a great 
resource for when you take time with God. The meditations share comfort and 
inspiration found in life’s everyday details, providing both a timeless and timely 
perspective for contemplation that draws you closer to God in your daily walk 
as a Christian. If you’ve discovered the majesty of God through reading The 
Secret Place, why not share it with a family member or friend.

“They speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty—
and I will meditate on your wonderful works.” Psa l m 145:5  ( NI  V )

To order a gift subscription, call Judson Press at 800-458-3766.

One-year subscription:
Regular print: $8.50
Large print: $10.50

Two-year subscription:
Regular print: $12.50

Large print: $17.50

thesecret place
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JANUARY 2022
America for Christ promotional window begins.
1	N ew Year’s Day
6	E piphany
9	 Baptism of the Lord
16	 Christian Unity Sunday
17	D r. Martin Luther King Day
18–25	 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
23	G reen Lake Sunday
27	 Holocaust Remembrance Day 
	 (International)

FEBRUARY 2022
Black History Month
1	A nniversary of the founding of the 	
	 Women’s American Baptist Home 	
	 Mission Society (1877)
6	 Baptist World Alliance Sunday
6	 Boy Scout Sunday
13	 Church Vocations Sunday
20	 Christian Legacy Sunday
21	 Presidents’ Day
21–27	 Brotherhood/Sisterhood Week
26	A merican Baptist Men’s Prayer 	
	 Breakfast
27	T ransfiguration Sunday
27	A nniversary of the founding of the 	
	 Baptist General Tract Society (1824)
27	 Single Adult Awareness Sunday

MARCH 2022
America for Christ Offering Month and 
Women’s History Month
2	A sh Wednesday/Lent Begins
4	 World Day of Prayer
6	A merica for Christ Sunday
6	 1st Sunday of Lent
8	I nternational Women’s Day
13	 2nd Sunday in Lent
13	G irl Scout Sunday
13	D aylight Saving Time Begins
13	A merican Baptist Seminary Sunday
20	 3rd Sunday in Lent
20	 Women in Ministry Sunday
25	A nnunciation of the Lord
27	 4th Sunday in Lent
 
APRIL 2022
Prevention of Child Abuse Month and Autism 
Awareness Month; One Great Hour of Sharing 
promotional window begins.
3	 5th Sunday in Lent
7	 World Health Day
10	 Palm or Passion Sunday
14	 Maundy Thursday
15	G ood Friday
16	 Holy Saturday
17	E aster
17	A merican Baptist Volunteer Sunday
17–23	N ational Volunteer Appreciation 	
	 Week

22	E arth Day
24	A merican Baptist Camps and 
	 Conferences Sunday
27	A nniversary of establishment of 	
	A merican Baptist Home Mission 	
	 Society (1832)
28	 Holocaust Remembrance Day (US)

MAY 2022
Asian-Pacific American Heritage Month and 
Older US Americans Month
1	 Peace Sunday
2–9	F amily Week
5	N ational Day of Prayer
6	 May Fellowship Day
8	 Mother’s Day
8	R ural Life Sunday
15	A rmed Forces Day
15	 Baptist Heritage Day
26	A scension Sunday
30	 Memorial Day

JUNE 2022
One Great Hour of Sharing Month, 
Torture Awareness Month, and Immigration 
Heritage Month
5	 Pentecost
5	O ne Great Hour of Sharing Sunday
5	R eligious Liberty Sunday
5	 International Environmental Sabbath
12	T rinity Sunday
12	 Children’s Day
12	 Baptist Youth Day of Prayer
14	F lag Day
19	F ather’s Day
20	 World Refugee Day
26	A merican Baptist Homes and Caring 	
	 Ministries Sunday 
 
JULY 2022
4	I ndependence Day
13	A nniversary of the arrival of 
	A doniram and Ann Hasseltine 
	 Judson in Burma
24	 Parents’ Day

AUGUST 2022
World Mission Offering promotion begins
6	T ransfiguration
7	F riendship Day

SEPTEMBER 2022
Hispanic Heritage Month 
(September 1–October 15)
5	L abor Day
18	A merican Baptist Women’s Sunday
18	N ational Back to Church Sunday
21	I nternational Day of Prayer for Peace
23	N ative American/First Nations Day
25	 Christian Education Sunday

OCTOBER 2022
Pastor Appreciation Month; World Mission 
Offering Month; National Disability 
Employment Awareness Month, and Domestic 
Violence Awareness
2	 World Mission Offering Sunday
2	 World Communion Sunday
9	A merican Baptist Laity Sunday
10	 Columbus Day
15–17	N ational Observance of Children’s 	
	 Sabbath
16	 World Food Day
23	 Campus Ministry Sunday
23–29	N ational Pastoral Care Week
24	U nited Nations Day
30	R eformation Sunday
31	R eformation Day

NOVEMBER 2022
1	A ll Saints’ Day
4	 World Community Day
6	D aylight Saving Time Ends
6	A merican Baptist College Sunday
7	 Baptist Women’s Day of Prayer
8	E lection Day
11	 Veterans Day
13	 Stewardship Sunday
14	A nniversary of the founding of the 	
	 Woman’s American Baptist Home 	
	 Mission Society (1877)
20	 Bible Sunday
20	A sian American Baptist Sunday
20	 Christ the King Sunday—The Church 	
	 Year Ends
24	T hanksgiving
27	 1st Sunday in Advent—The Church 	
	 Year Begins

DECEMBER 2022
Retired Ministers and Missionaries 
Offering Month
4	R etired Ministers and Missionaries 	
	O ffering Sunday
4	 2nd Sunday in Advent
10	 Human Rights Day
11	 3rd Sunday in Advent
18	 4th Sunday in Advent
24	 Christmas Eve
24–Jan. 6 	Christmastide
25	 Christmas
25	 Student Recognition Sunday 
26–1	 Kwanzaa
31	N ew Year’s Eve (Watch Night)

2022 Year-at-a-Glance Calendar
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Recommended Judson Press Books
 (www.judsonpress.com or 800-458-3766)
n	God in the Ghetto: A Prophetic Word Revisited by William 	
	A ugustus Jones Jr., Jennifer Jones Austin, editor
n	#InThisTogether: Ministry in Times of Crisis edited 
	 by Curtis Ramsey-Lucas
n	The Polished King: Living Words of Martin Luther 
	 King Jr. by Joseph Evans

Recommended Judson Press Books
 (www.judsonpress.com or 800-458-3766)
n	A History of the Black Baptist Church: I Don’t Feel No 
	 Ways Tired by Wayne E. Croft Sr.
n	Let the Oppressed Go Free: Exploring Theologies of Liberation 	
	 by Marvin A. McMickle
n	With Liberty and Justice for Some: The Bible, the Constitu-		
	 tion, and Racism in America by Susan K. Williams Smith

JANUARY 2022

FEBRUARY 2022

America for Christ promotional window begins. 
For more information on the America for Christ 
offering, visit www.abhms.org or contact 
Vincent Dent, Chief Development Officer, at 
vincent.dent@abhms.org.

Key Dates

1 		N ew Year’s Day
6 		E piphany
16 	 Christian Unity Sunday
17 	D r. Martin Luther King Day
18-25 	 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
23 	G reen Lake Sunday q

Black History Month

For information on the American Baptist Men’s 
prayer breakfast, visit ABMen.org.

Key Dates

1 		A nniversary of the founding of the 
		  Women’s American Baptist Home 
		  Mission Society	
6 		 Baptist World Alliance Sunday
13 	 Church Vocations Sunday
26 	A merican Baptist Men’s Prayer Breakfast
27 	T ransfiguration Sunday
27 	A nniversary of the founding of the Baptist 	
		G  eneral Tract Society (1824)
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Recommended Judson Press Books
 (www.judsonpress.com or 800-458-3766)
n	Devotions from HERstory: 31 Days with Women of Faith 
	 by Lynn Domina
n	Meant for Good: Fundamentals of Womanist Leadership 
	 by Debora Jackson
n	My Fabulous Fifth Chapter: It’s My Turn Now! 
	 by Suzan D. Johnson Cook

Recommended Judson Press Books
 (www.judsonpress.com or 800-458-3766)
n	Baptists, Jews, and the Holocaust: The Hand of Sincere 		
	 Friendship by Lee B. Spitzer
n	Journey with Jesus through Lent by Glenn E. Porter Sr.
n	Making Space at the Well: Mental Health and the Church 
	 by Jessica Young Brown

MARCH 2022

APRIL 2022

America for Christ Offering Month and 
Women’s History Month

Key Dates

2 		A sh Wednesday
4 		 World Day of Prayer
6 		A merica for Christ Sunday
6 		 1st Sunday in Lent
13 	A merican Baptist Seminary Sunday
13 	 2nd Sunday in Lent
20 	 Women in Ministry Sunday q
20 	 3rd Sunday in Lent
27 	 4th Sunday in Lent

Prevention of Child Abuse Month and Autism 
Awareness Month; One Great Hour of Sharing 
promotional window begins.

Key Dates

3 		 5th Sunday in Lent
10 	 Palm or Passion Sunday
14 	 Maundy Thursday
15 	G ood Friday
17 	E aster
17 	A merican Baptist Volunteer Sunday
22 	E arth Day
24 	A merican Baptist Camps and 
		  Conferences Sunday
27 	A nniversary of establishment of Ameri-	
		  can Baptist Home Mission Society (1832)
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Recommended Judson Press Books
 (www.judsonpress.com or 800-458-3766)
n	Crossing the Lines We Draw: Faithful Responses to a 
	 Polarized America by Matthew Tennant
n	God’s Invitation to Peace and Justice: Sermons and Essays 		
	 on Shalom by Ronald J. Sider
n	A Peculiar Church: Practicing Baptist Theology 
	 by Jonathan A. Malone

MAY 2022
Asian-Pacific American Heritage Month, 
Older Americans Month, and Mental Health 
Awareness Month

Key Dates

1		  Peace Sunday
2-9 	F amily Week
5 		N ational Day of Prayer
6 		 May Fellowship Day
8 		 Mother’s Day
8 		R ural Life Sunday
15 	 Baptist Heritage Day
26 	A scension Sunday
30 	 Memorial Day

Recommended Judson Press Books
 (www.judsonpress.com or 800-458-3766)
n	Church at the Wall: Stories of Hope along the San Diego–
	 Tijuana Border by Seth David Clark
n	Taking Apart Bootstrap Theology: Gospel of Generosity 
	 and Justice by Terrell Carter
n	Side by Side: Being Christian in a Multifaith World 
	 by Richard P. Olson

JUNE 2022
One Great Hour of Sharing Month, 
Torture Awareness Month, and Immigrant 
Heritage Month

Key Dates

5		O  ne Great Hour of Sharing Sunday
5 		R eligious Liberty Sunday
5 		I nternational Environmental Sabbath
12 	 Children’s Day
12 	 Baptist Youth Day of Prayer
19 	F ather’s Day
26 	A merican Baptist Homes and Caring 
		  Ministries Sunday
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Recommended Judson Press Books
 (www.judsonpress.com or 800-458-3766)
n	Church on the Move: A Practical Guide for Ministry in the 		
	 Community by G. Travis Norvell
n	The Extraordinary Life of Ann Hasseltine Judson: A Life 
	 beyond Boundaries by Rosalie Hall Hunt
n	Sacred Decisions: Consensus in Faith Communities 
	 by Marcia J. Patton and Nora J. Percival

JULY 2022
Key Dates

4 		I ndependence Day
13 	A nniversary of the arrival of Adoniram 	
		  and Ann Hasseltine Judson in Burma q
24 	 Parents’ Day

Recommended Judson Press Books
 (www.judsonpress.com or 800-458-3766)
n	Health, Holiness, & Wholeness for Ministry Leaders 
	 by John R. Matthews with Kristina R. Gutiérrez and 
	R oss D. Peterson
n	New Rules for Radicals: TNT for Faith-Based Leaders 
	 by Willard W. C. Ashley Sr.
n	Seekers, Saints & Sinners: Life-Changing Encounters 
	 with Jesus by H. Stephen Shoemaker

AUGUST 2022
World Mission Offering promotion begins.

Key Dates

6 		T ransfiguration q
7 		F riendship Day
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Recommended Judson Press Books
 (www.judsonpress.com or 800-458-3766)
n	Pressing Forward: Faith, Culture, and African American 		
	 Youth by Carmichael Crutchfield with Denise Janssen
n	Marginalized, Maligned & Miraculous Women in Scripture 	
	 edited by Deborah Spink Winters
n	Preaching in the Interim: Transitional Leadership in 
	 The Latino/a Church by Efrain Agosto

SEPTEMBER 2022
Hispanic Heritage Month 
(September 15-October 15)

Key Dates

5 		L abor Day
18 	A merican Baptist Women’s Sunday
18 	N ational Back to Church Sunday
21 	I nternational Day of Prayer for Peace q
23 	N ative American/First Nations Day
25 	 Christian Education Sunday

Recommended Judson Press Books
 (www.judsonpress.com or 800-458-3766)
n	Table Life: An Invitation to Everyday Discipleship 
	 by Greg Mamula
n	Transformed by Pastoral Transition: A Guide 
	 for Congregations by Marcia Bailey
n	Moving the Masses: Pillars of Prophetic Preaching 
	 by Reginald W. Williams Jr.

OCTOBER 2022
Pastor Appreciation Month, World Mission 
Offering Month, National Disability Employ-
ment Awareness Month, and Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month

Key Dates

2 		 World Communion Sunday
2 		 World Mission Offering Sunday
9 		A merican Baptist Laity Sunday
15-17 	N ational Observance of 
		  Children’s Sabbath
16 	 World Food Day 
23 	 Campus Ministry Sunday
23-29 	N ational Pastoral Care Week
31 	R eformation Sunday
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Recommended Judson Press Books
 (www.judsonpress.com or 800-458-3766)
n	Beyond Stewardship: A Church Guide to Generous Giving 
	 by John Zehring and Kate Jagger
n	Building Bridges, Revised Edition by Kathryn Choy-Wong, 	
	L ucia Ann McSpadden, and Dale M. Weatherspoon
n	Rest in the Storm: Self-Care Strategies for Clergy and Other 	
	 Caregivers, 20th Anniversary Edition by Kirk Byron Jones

NOVEMBER 2022
Key Dates

1 		A ll Saints’ Day
6 			D aylight Saving Time Ends
6 		A merican Baptist College Sunday
7 		 Baptist Women’s Day of Prayer
13 	 Stewardship Sunday
14 	A nniversary of the founding of the 
		  Woman’s American Baptist Home 
		  Mission Society (1877)
20 	 Bible Sunday
20 	A sian American Baptist Sunday
20 	 Christ the King Sunday—The Church 		
		  Year Ends
24 	T hanksgiving
27 	 1st Sunday in Advent—The Church 
		  Year Begins

Recommended Judson Press Books
 (www.judsonpress.com or 800-458-3766)
n	Modeling Mary in Christian Discipleship by John Burns
n	The New Manual of Worship by Nancy E. Hall
n	To Live in God: Daily Reflections with Walter Rauschenbusch 	
	 by Dennis L. Johnson

DECEMBER 2022
Retired Ministers and Missionaries 
Offering Month

Key Dates

4 		 2nd Sunday in Advent
4 		R etired Ministers and Missionaries 
		O  ffering Sunday
10 	 Human Rights Day
11 	 3rd Sunday in Advent
18 	 4th Sunday in Advent
24 	 Christmas Eve
25 	 Christmas
25 	 Student Recognition Sunday 
31 	N ew Year’s Eve (Watch Night)
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American Baptist Women’s Ministries (ABWM) creates 
and sustains communities of passionately faithful, Christ-
centered women, young adult women, and girls. ABWM’s 
intergenerational ministries encourage and empower women 
through worship, service, leadership, and friendship while 
inspiring innovative and relevant women’s ministries. Our 
ministries include immigration, cross-cultural relationships, 
building beloved community, economic empowerment, 
prevention and education of domestic violence and sex 
trafficking, and United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 
(2030). 
 
Every two years, ABWM adopts a ministry 
theme that complements our core values. Our 
2021-2023 is Let the Walls Fall Down. Visit 
our website for resources, upcoming webinar 
series, workshops, and upcoming events.

 

American Baptist Women’s Ministries 
1075 First Ave, STE C-210, King of Prussia, PA 19406

(610) 768-2288

www.abwomensministries.org

ministrElife is an exclusive product of American Baptist Home Mission Societies

Did you know there’s a vibrant online community just for religious professionals?

There’s something for everyone—pastors, chaplains, seminarians, and other specialized 
ministry leaders. This exciting platform features five areas for you to explore and interact with: 

n	Extend—Digital tools to extend your reach (e.g. web and video conferencing)
n	Enlighten—Connect with subject matter experts to help guide your ministry
n	Equip—Innovative tools and resources to help you minister more effectively
n	Employ—Job services (for job seekers and employers)
n	Engage—Public and private communities to interact with like-minded professionals

To begin your journey, visit www.ministrElife.org today!
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A B H M S  C e n t e r  f o r
Continuous Learning

Equipping Mission, Effecting Change

	 WHAT WE OFFER

n	 Practical mission education

n	E quipping disciples as leaders, cultivating leaders as disciples
n	 Connecting to legacy of ministries of education and discipleship—in the 		
	 21st century, post-pandemic, emerging generations
n	 Accessible and convenient (on-demand content)

n	 High-quality and practical 

n	 Diverse instructors and facilitators include experienced practitioners, 
	 creative innovators, qualified experts
n	 Signature content: interactive, intercultural, incarnational
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A B H M S  C e n t e r  f o r
Continuous Learning

A program of American Baptist Home Mission Societies

A “one-stop” source for practical mission 
education that is… 

The Center for Continuous Learning (CCL) is pleased to announce our educational 
leadership themes for 2022. Presented both virtually and in-person, we believe these topics 
will resonate with clergy, laity, and seminarians during this time of change. 

n	 Cultural competency / humility 
n	L eadership for youth and young adults 
n	 Passionary (individuals inspired to change the world) trainings 
n	 Pastoral care courses 
n	 Baptist identity and polity 

To learn more about upcoming workshops and courses, please visit 
our website ccl.ministrelife.org or contact us at ccl@abhms.org.

MEET OUR TEAM

Rev. Rebecca 
Irwin-Diehl 

Director, Center 
for Continuous 

Learning

Dr. Jeffrey 
Haggray 
Executive 

Director, ABHMS

Leda Carter 
Program 
Associate

Dr. Jeffrey 
Johnson 

Teaching Fellow 
and National 

Coordinator for 
Evangelism and 

New Church 
Planting 

Dr. Chris Roush 
Teaching Fellow 

and National 
Coordinator for 
Discipleship & 

Faith Formation

Jennifer 
Sanborn 

Teaching Fellow

A B H M S  C e n t e r  f o r
Continuous Learning

1075 First Ave. 
King of Prussia, PA 19406
888.79.ABHMS

flexible, cost-effective, and convenient.
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English
100–200 Series: General Discipleship
101 Identifying and Using Spiritual Gifts in 
	 the Disciple-Making Church
104 Growing Persons
107 American Baptist Heritage
201 Planning Discipleship Formation/Christian Education
300 Series: Children’s Ministries
301 Child Abuse Prevention in Churches
302 Basics of Teaching and Relating with Children
303 Teaching the Bible to Children
304 Young Children and Faith Formation
400 Series: Youth Ministries
401 Evangelism and Discipleship in Youth Ministry
403 Basics for Teaching Youth
C404 Encounter: Come as You Are
C405 MTW: Equipped for Life!
500 Series: Adult Education
501 The Journey toward Wisdom
502 Methods for Bible Study with Adults
503 Maximizing Discussion in Adult Small Groups
600 Series: Family Ministry
602 Ministries with Families of Children with Disabilities
603 Gracious Parenting
700 Series: Teaching
702 Teaching with Respect for Diverse Learning Styles
703 Teaching Approaches for Discipleship Formation
800 Series: Church Leadership Studies
802 The Work of the Nominating Committee
804 The Deacon as Servant-Leader
807 The Spiritual Life of Church Boards and Committees
808 Strategies for Moving the Small Church Forward
809 Hospitality and the Church
811 Dealing with Conflict in Group Meetings
812 Leadership as Enabling
813 Church Leadership Development
C900s Topical Studies (multisession)
C901 Reading the Bible with Integrity
C902 Spiritual Disciplines Made Easy
C903 Becoming a Disciple-Forming Community
C904 Naturally Creating Community
C905 God, Animals and Us
C910 Introduction to Missional Church
C920 A Matter of Stewardship: Eco-Justice in 
	 Biblical Perspective

French
101F L’Identification et L’Emploi des dons Spirituels dans 		
	L ’Eglise Orientee à Faire des Disciples
401F Evangélisation et Formation de Disciples dans le 		
	 Ministère des Jeunes
808F Stratégies pour Favoriser le Développement de la 
	 Petite Congrégation

Karen
201 Planning Your Discipleship/Christian 
	E ducation Program
301 Child Abuse Prevention in Churches
302 Basics of Teaching and Relating to Children
303 Teaching the Bible to Children
401 Evangelism and Discipleship in Youth Ministry
403 Basics for Teaching Youth
C404 Encounter: Come as You Are
502 Methods for Bible Study with Adults
804 The Deacon as Servant-Leader
811 Dealing with Conflict in Group Meetings
812 Leadership as Enabling
C910 Introduction to Missional Church

Spanish
101E Identificando y Usando los Dones en la Iglesia y en 
	 su Misión
104E Personas en Crecimiento
107E  La Herencia De Los Bautistas Americanos
301E Prevención del Abuso de Niños y Niñas en las Iglesias
401E Evangelismo y Discipulado en el Ministerio de Jóvenes
601E Cultivando la Fe en las Familias
702E Enseñando con Respeto para Diversos Estilos 
	 de Aprendizaje

Workshops for Church Life and Leadership
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Additional ABHMS Resources

The Christian Citizen
A digital-first publication edited by Curtis Ramsey-Lucas, 
The Christian Citizen addresses issues of justice, mercy and 
faith. Some of the best online content is also featured in two 
print issues per year. This award-winning publication is pro-
vocative, timely and relevant. Sign up for our weekly news-
letter. Subscribe to our podcast. Connect with our commu-
nity. Become a Christian Citizen Ambassador at christian-
citizen.us/members and receive all this and a complimen-

tary copy of #InThisTogether: Ministry in 
Times of Crisis (Judson Press, 2020) 
The Christian Citizen. Prophetic. 
Factual. Diverse. Intersectional. Join 
us today at christiancitizen.us. 

Education and Scholarships
American Baptist Home Mission Societies is committed to 
providing and supporting educational opportunities that 
enable and empower American Baptist students and minis-
terial leaders to grow both personally and professionally. For 

more information, visit www.abhms.org> 
Education & Scholarships or email Ouleye 
Ndoye, national coordinator for Emerging 
Leaders and Scholarship Programs, at 
ouleye.ndoye@abhms.org.

ministrElife
ABHMS’s online platform developed for American Baptist 
ministry professionals provides networking opportunities 
and interactive content by ministry professionals for minis-
try professionals. This online community has something for 
everyone from senior pastors and part-time associates to 
military chaplains, from seminary students to job searchers 
to retirees. Providing a vehicle for connection, resource-

sharing and professional development, 
ministrElife is a multifaceted online resource 
dedicated to offering a wide range of 
support for ministry. Visit ministrelife.org 
to register.

Articles for Church 
Education Leaders
The following articles are available for free 
download at https://www.abhms.org> 
Publications & Resources.

n	Age-Appropriate Discipleship Formation
n	Marks of the Transformational Leader in a Disciple-		
	 Making Church
n	Selecting Curriculum Materials
n	Teaching Does Not Equal Talking: Learning Styles and 		
	 Christian Education

Discipleship Extras
The following resources are available for 
free download at www.abhms.org> Publica-
tions & Resources> Discipleship and Chris-
tian Education Guide

n	The Christian Liturgical Calendar
n	Litanies for Christian Education Sunday in English, 
	 Spanish, French and Traditional Chinese
n	Advent Wreath Dedication and two sets of readings
n	Christmas Activity for Children
n	Palm Sunday Activity for Children

Discipleship Matters
These topical bulletin inserts are available 
for free download at www.abhms.org> Pub-
lications & Resources> Discipleship Matters

n	Christian Community, Faith Formation 
	 of Children
n	Welcoming Strangers, Lent
n	Spiritual Practice, Children, Easter
n	Children, Nature, Child-Abuse Prevention
n	Giving Lesson for Children, Foster Care
n	Children’s Day, Arts, Christian Education
n	Youth and Technology
n	Back to School and Sunday School
n	School Days and Stress
n	Self-Esteem and Bullying
n	Stewardship and Advent
n	Meaningful and Peaceful Holidays
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New look. New feel. Same quality.
Judson Bible Journeys for Adults is being redesigned to offer a more user-friendly, 

adaptable, and relevant format for today’s American Baptists! 

The more contemporary design still offers the features you know and love: high-quality 
Bible study, practical life application guides, daily devotional readings, and creative 

options for different settings and approaches to teaching. 

Co m i n g  i n  Fa l l  2 0 21

NEW & CLASSIC FEATURES
n	Real-life application of biblical wisdom 
n	Activities for use in group sessions 
n	Reflections for individual study and 		
	 personal discipleship
n	Prayers and litanies 
n	Options for multigenerational use 
	 (ages 14 and up)

NEW FORMAT
n	Undated lessons for use anytime during 	
	 the year
n	Compact design format 
n	Streamlined and integrated for leader 		
	 and students 
n	Online charts, maps, Baptist identity 		
	 pieces, and more 
n	Supplemental lesson-related videos



A Peculiar Church: 
Practicing Baptist Theology
Jonathan A. Malone
Jonathan A. Malone provides an excellent pre-
sentation of how Baptist theology emerged in the 
church historically and practically. This book is 

divided into three parts: first, the challenges and methodology 
associated with creating a Baptist Theology; second, worship 
and ordinances; and third, other aspects of church life and 
ministry such as baptism and funerals. A pivotal point in 
Malone’s “doing theology” is rooted in convictions, which he 
describes as “centrally held statements out of which a theology 
emerges.” Read this book to learn more about how Baptist 
theology is reflective of the responses of God’s people to 
God’s Word. ISBN: 978-0-8170-1831-3

The Polished King: Living Words 
of Martin Luther King Jr.
Joseph Evans
Joseph Evans analyzes how the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s preaching brought the “living 
word” and various rhetorical techniques together 

in ways that helped people understand, and be given hope by, 
his messages. The author observes that James Baldwin—him-
self a gifted writer and provocative thinker—considered King 
to be an “ideal preacher.” This book weaves Baldwin’s poetic 
and fiery words, passion for justice, and admiration of King’s 
oration into a detailed, thought-provoking examination of the 
rhythm of determination and transformative power in King’s 
speaking, writing, and faith. ISBN: 978-0-8170-1833-7

Pressing Forward: Faith, Culture, 
and African American Youth
Carmichael Crutchfield and Denise Janssen
Carmichael Crutchfield and Denise Janssen have 
written a critical analysis of the significance of 
topics like self-identity, worship, pedagogy, 

music, and listening among African American youth, and they 
provide a dynamic guide for applying practical tools to foster a 
faith development that goes beyond memorizing Scripture for 
rewards. The authors utilize responses from adolescent focus 
groups to advocate for healthy internal and external faith for-
mation. This book is a must-read for anyone wanting to better 
understand and assist in maturing the faith of African Ameri-
can youth. ISBN: 978-0-8170-1834-4

Church at the Wall: 
Stories of Hope along the 
San Diego–Tijuana Border
Seth David Clark
Seth David Clark tells the powerful story of how 
the Border Church, founded and pastored by 

John Fanestil, worships on the San Diego–Tijuana border with-
out a building. Every Sunday afternoon the author, who serves 
as the U.S.-side pastoral coordinator of the church, gathers 
with people of good will from both sides of the border at 
Friendship Park to build the kingdom of God. Their love of 
Christ is exhibited through celebrating communion, singing, 
and using their pinkies to pass the peace through the mesh 
metal walls between the U.S. and Mexico. Readers will get to 
know this remarkable international church community—and 
its distinctive expressions of theology, justice, righteousness, 
and love—through the eyes of active participants. 
ISBN: 978-0-8170-1830-6

Church on the Move: 
A Practical Guide for Ministry 
in the Community
G. Travis Norvell
G. Travis Norvell challenges church leaders and 
members—persistently asking them and their 

respective churches what they are doing to make a real differ-
ence in others’ lives. The author proposes that the people of the 
“living church” start moving in, around, and with their com-
munities to truly move toward renewal and social justice, 
drawing on his own experiences as a church pastor who 
walked, rode his bike, and took the bus as he went about his 
work. The book provides concrete, practical ways for the 
church body and individuals to begin implementing this 
movement, including study questions, suggested resources, 
and “experiments” between chapters that can help them find 
the ways that work best in their respective contexts. 
ISBN: 978-0-8170-1832-0

Real Connections: 
Ministries to Strengthen Church 
and Community Relationships
Joy Skjegstad and Heidi Unruh 
Authors Joy Skjegstad and Heidi Unruh have a 
passion for helping persons build genuine rela-

tionships. In this book, they give strategies and suggestions for 
churches and their community to create authentic relation-
ships within all age groups and various abilities. Skjegstad and 

New Resources
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New Resources (cont.)

Unruh challenge churches and Christians to discuss and take 
healthy action on topics such as racism, sexual orientation, 
gender choices, loneliness, literally speaking to neighbors, and 
actively engaging youth and young adults. Real relationships 
and change can happen in church, community events, group 
activities, and individuals. 
ISBN: 978-0-8170-1824-5

My Fabulous Fifth Chapter: 
It’s My Turn Now!
Suzan D. Johnson Cook 
Dr. Suzan Johnson Cook, best-selling author, 
pastor, and former United States Ambassador, 
delivers another great read for women. This 

book focuses on the changes within a woman’s life as they 
mature into their fifties and beyond, allowing the courage to 
say yes to a new self, financial planning, maintaining healthy 
relationships, mental and physical health concerns, faith in 
God, and words of inspiration. This story encourages women 
to ask, “Am I stuck?” As you read thru this book, enjoy reflect-
ing on your life and how you will shape and live in your fabu-
lous present and future possibilities. ISBN: 978-0-8170-1828-3

New Rules for Radicals: 
TNT for Faith-Based Leaders
Willard W. C. Ashley Sr. 
Willard Ashley revisits the need for radicals in a 
society that constructs systems and awards those 
who keep persons marginalized to maintain 

those in power and the status quo. Building community and 
national relationships are part of this effort. Ashley also gives 
an overview of a pioneer, Saul Alinsky and the IAF’s work and 
shortfalls as a historical backdrop for building community and 
national relationships. Ashley outlines strategies for radicals in 
creating relationships and striving for excellence, not medioc-
rity. His experiences, stories, collaborations, and leaning on 
his faith are given to encourage “new radicals.” Ashley encour-
ages new radicals to know their context, embrace conflict, and 
do their homework. Although radicals face strong and life-
threatening opposition, Ashley advocates hope for change. 
ISBN: 978-0-8170-1826-9

Moving the Masses: 
Pillars of Prophetic Preaching
Reginald W. Williams Jr. 
Reginald Williams understands and hears the 
divine calling of prophetic preaching as a con-
nection of what happens between the internal 

preacher and the delivery that moves people to take action. In 
this book, Williams methodically lays out a definition of pro-
phetic preaching. He selects a limited number of preaching 
practitioners whose written work examines what is prophetic 
preaching. Williams compliments his discussion on prophetic 
preaching with various methods of delivery. He illustrates the 
preaching methods with vivid examples and explanations that 
bring life to the listener, reader, and doer of God’s Word. Read 
and discover the 3 M’s of Prophetic Preaching and how you can 
add power to your preaching and engage people to make a dif-
ference through God’s Word. ISBN: 978-0-8170-1825-2

God’s Invitation to Peace and 
Justice: Sermons and Essays 
on Shalom
Ronald J. Sider 
In this book, the author combines over 40 
thought-provoking essays, sermons, speeches, 

prayers, and insights written and delivered across various time 
frames and events into topics from liberation, justice, and bib-
lical shalom. Sider’s essays, sermons, and speeches focus on 
how injustice remains a way of life for many evangelical Chris-
tians. He challenges corporations, individuals, and believers, 
emphasizing evangelicals of all-ages to make the world just and 
peaceful according to God’s Word. The chapters include a brief 
introduction to connect the past to the present times. 
ISBN: 978-0-8170-1827-6

Sacred Decisions: 
Consensus in Faith Communities 
Marcia J. Patton and Nora J. Percival 
This book offers congregational leaders and oth-
ers the opportunity to explore and implement 
consensus as a decision-making model. Authors 

Marcia J. Patton and Nora J. Percival clearly state what consen-
sus is and what it is not. They provide a “how-to” resource for 
persons who want to change how their groups make decisions. 
Although voting, the “holy way,” the “majority rule” and 
Robert’s Rules of Order are deeply entrenched in this country, 
a consensus is another way to think through, discuss, feel, 
and arrive at a decision. Patton and Percival provide real-life 
examples, planning and meeting ideas, and essential steps 
to develop a consensus decision-making model. 
ISBN: 978-0-8170-1829-0
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Baptist Membership Resources

The Unofficial Baptist Handbook
Lora-Ellen McKinney
With a sense of humor and a deep respect for 
the diverse expressions of Baptist faith and life, 
The Unofficial Baptist Handbook explores matters 
related to Scripture, to church life, and to Baptist 

identity. Author Lora-Ellen McKinney writes as one who has 
grown up in the Baptist church and loves it, with all of its quirks 
and charms. Perfect for those who are new to the Baptist tradi-
tion—and educational and entertaining for those who aren’t so 
new but still have much to remember and learn. $14.99

Baptism Ahead: 
A Roadmap for Young Disciples 
Wallace R. Smith
Baptismal preparation and a basic orientation to 
Christian discipleship and church membership 
for children ages 8–12. $15.00; 

Downloadable Leader’s Guide e-book available online at 
www.judsonpress.com. $7.00.

The New Life: Six Studies for 
New Baptists, 3rd rev. ed.
Allan R. Knight and Gordon H. Schroeder; 
Foreword by Joe Kutter
A manual for those who are just beginning the 
Christian walk, The New Life describes basic 

beliefs of our faith and the distinctive features of the Baptist 
family. $7.99; 10-copy set—$60.00

Baptists, Jews, and the Holocaust: 
The Hand of Sincere Friendship
Lee B. Spitzer
A thorough narrative history that explores the 
previously unknown work of Baptists in the 
United States during the Second World War. 

Rich with primary source material and covering the history of 
Northern (American) Baptists, Southern Baptists, and African 
American Baptists alike, this groundbreaking volume is a must-
read for church historians, Holocaust scholars, Baptist history 
buffs, and anyone interested in interfaith relations. $38.99

The New Member’s Guide, rev. ed.
Gordon H. Schroeder
This booklet for new members offers a practi-
cal guide to church practices, Bible reading, and 
prayer, as well as an outline of basic Baptist beliefs, 
a church membership card, and more. $5.99

A New Baptist Church Manual, 
rev. ed.
This classic manual explains some distinguish-
ing characteristics of Baptists and sets forth the 
principles and practices of the Baptist denomina-
tion. The book includes: sample church cov-

enant, ordinances of baptism and communion, Baptist church 
government, a brief history of the Baptists, and more. $6.00

A History of the Black Baptist 
Church: I Don’t Feel No Ways Tired
Wayne E. Croft Sr.
Highlights key leaders, theological concepts, his-
toric events, and social concerns that influenced 
the growth of what we know today as the diverse 

Black Baptist family of churches. ISBN: 978-0-8170-1817-7

River of Life, Feast of Grace:
Baptism, Communion, and 
Discipleship
Jennifer W. Davidson 
This book considers the historic theology of the 
Christian rites of baptism and communion from 

a Baptist perspective, and then explores the practical implica-
tions of these rituals for a life of radical discipleship. Online 
Leader’s Guide available for small-group study! $17.99

Down by the Riverside: 
A Brief History of Baptist Faith
Everett C. Goodwin
Book, $13.00; Study Guide, $7.00

We Are Baptists
Jeffrey D. Jones and Debra L. Sutton
Book, $10.00; PDF, $8.00

A Baptist Manual of Polity & 
Practice, 2nd rev. ed.
Norman H. Maring and Winthrop S. Hudson; 
edited by David Gregg
$32.99

Discipleship for African 
American Christians: A Journey 
through the Church Covenant
William C. Turner Jr. 
$15.00
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Teacher Training with Jesus: 
10 Lessons from the Master
Susan O’Carroll Drake
What habits, attitudes, or techniques can you 
learn from the world’s Master Teacher? This 
book highlights 10 short lessons based on Jesus’ 

model of teaching. Each lesson includes a Bible study, inspira-
tional vignette, and practical suggestions to help you become 
more effective in teaching. Ideal for Christian educators, Sun-
day school teachers, and Bible study leaders. $14.99

The Revolutionary Power of 
the Lord’s Prayer
Alice Burnette Greene
Offers today’s Christian disciples new under-
standing of the potency and power this signifi-
cant prayer delivers and the transformative effect 

it can have for sharing God’s love in the world. $15.99

8 Questions Jesus Asked: 
Discipleship for Leaders
Dan M. Cash and William H. Griffith
Focusing on eight powerful questions Jesus asked 
in the Gospels, explore each biblical situation 
with depth and analysis, and experience practi-

cal insights that you can use to improve leadership skills and 
engage the constant change you face in the world around you. 
Read independently for devotion or in a small-group study. 
$13.99

Jesus Stories: 
Traveling toward Testimony
H. Stephen Shoemaker
Jesus Stories brings the critical research of “his-
torical Jesus” scholars, the four Gospels, and the 
Spirit of Jesus alive and present with us together 

to usher you on a journey that moves from history into tes-
timony. Get to know the “real” Jesus at work in your life and 
faith. Join the quest for the Jesus who is searching for us. Walk 
with Jesus toward God, with God, into God. $17.99

Fostering Faith: Teaching and 
Learning in the Christian Church
Denise Janssen with Diane Janssen Hemmen 
and Sallie Verner
Fostering Faith proposes a shift from education 
as “schooling” to a holistic model of education 

as transformation, which equips and empowers Christian 
disciples for ministry. Valuable for clergy, lay leaders, and 
education ministry members, this resource seeks to strengthen 
the vital role teachers play in the church and in the world as 
learners and disciples themselves. $14.99

Millennials in Ministry
Jolene Cassellius Erlacher
Based on a qualitative study of young adults (ages 
18–35) from diverse denominations and coun-
tries serving in various ministry positions, Mil-
lennials in Ministry unveils the heart and vision of 

young leaders for the Christian church today. Highlighting the 
generational traits, values, and needs of millennials in minis-
try, this book offers helpful insights for churches and organiza-
tions working with this new generation of leaders. $16.99

Reclaimed: 
Faith in an Emerging Generation
Denise Janssen
Pastor and professor Denise Janssen offers 
insights into why many young adults leave the 
church of their childhood—and why some of 

them eventually return. Based on in-depth interviews with 
young adults who, as teenagers, were highly active in church-
based youth ministries and camps, this book traces their return 
to active congregational life as emerging and young adults. $15.99

Signs of Love: 
A Guide for Deaf Ministry
Lori Buck
In this unique resource, author Lori Buck offers 
a thorough introduction to deaf culture and 
practical guidelines for developing a deaf min-

istry that goes beyond learning American Sign Language and 
interpreting Sunday morning worship. $17.99

The Formation of a People: 
Christian Education and the 
African American Church
Carmichael D. Crutchfield; 
Foreword by Anne T. Streaty Wimberly
Expands our understanding of education to 

encompass the larger life and ministry of the church, from 
practices of testimony, worship, and preaching to more 
traditional classroom contexts of Sunday church school and 
midweek Bible study. $19.99
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How to Be the Best Christian 
Study Group Leader Ever in the 
Whole History of the Universe
Israel Galindo
$16.00

The Craft of Christian 
Teaching: Essentials for 

Becoming a 
Very Good Teacher

Israel Galindo
$16.00

Basic Teacher Skills: 
A Handbook for Church School 
Teachers, rev. ed.
Richard E. Rusbuldt
$12.00

Christian Education in 
the Small Church

Donald L. Griggs and Judy McKay Walther
$13.00

Christian Educators’ Guide 
to Evaluating and Developing 
Curriculum
Nancy Ferguson
$17.00

Christian Education Teaching & Learning (cont.)

Church Activities & Programming 
from Rachel Gilmore

Church Programs & Celebrations 
for All Generations
The 30 activities in this practical program book include 
everything from seasonal worship services to holiday-
centered celebrations. $18.00

’Tis the Season: 
Church Celebrations for 
Advent & Christmas
These 18 intergenerational programs and services engage 
participants in hands-on, experiential learning. $14.99

The Complete Leader’s Guide to 
Christian Retreats
Offers step-by-step guidelines for planning faith-based 
retreats and includes 11 complete sample retreats 
centered on a group-appropriate theme. $17.00
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Baptism Ahead: A Road Map for Young Disciples
Wallace R. Smith
This innovative volume, designed as a seven-week/seven-chapter course, leads children ages 
8–12 through baptismal preparation and a basic orientation to Christian discipleship and 
membership in the local church. $15.00; downloadable leader’s guide available at 
www.judsonpress.com, $7.00

S’more Time with God
Nancy Ferguson
This interactive devotional for use with children includes weeklong themes. Each theme 
includes a song or Bible verse, questions or discussion ideas, an activity, Bible story, and 
closing prayer. $12.99

Call Waiting: God’s Invitation to Youth
Larry L. McSwain and Kay Wilson Shurden
Helps older youth understand the nature of call, explore personal giftedness, and identify 
ways to walk in faithfulness to a unique and unfolding calling. $10.00

Bookmarks: Bible Explorations for Older Youth
Each volume consists of 16 sessions grouped into four elective units—covenant, salvation, 
liberation and justice, and incarnation. In addition, each volume includes a story that runs 
throughout the course. Volumes 1–6, $10.00 each.

God’s Graffiti: Inspiring Stories for Teens
Romal J. Tune
Motivational speaker and author Romal Tune interweaves the stories of at-risk youth in 
the Bible with his own story, offering powerful inspiration for teens to overcome real-life 
obstacles and fulfill God’s purpose as great leaders. Includes the biblical stories of Joseph, 
Moses, Rahab, Esther, and more. $13.99

Youth Ministry in the Black Church: Centered in Hope
Anne E. Streaty Wimberly, Sandra L. Barnes, Karma D. Johnson
Using Scripture, anecdotes, best practices, and reflection points, this practical book invites 
youth leaders, pastors, and parents to participate in exploring hope-filled strategies for 
ministry to African American youth. $16.99

Profiles in Black: Phat Facts for Teens
Marvin McMickle
This youthful history of Black America is a vital resource for educators, parents, and 
students alike. $22.00

The Real Deal: A Spiritual Guide for Black Teen Girls
Billie Montgomery Cook
In a conversational, teen-appropriate language and style, the author addresses a wide range 
of topics, including body image, self-esteem, sexuality, fear, and friendship. $14.00

Children & Youth Ministry
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Young Adult Ministry

Black Millennials and the Church: 
Meet Me Where I Am
Joshua L. Mitchell
This practical resource equips church leaders 
with key insights to effectively attract and make 
disciples of this emerging generation of Black 

millennials. Drawing on the biblical narrative of Matthew 14, 
where Jesus invites Peter to come meet him on the water  and 
supported by the research results from a nationwide study of 
young Black adults and real-life examples, Mitchell reveals spe-
cific principles, programming, and portraits of Black millenni-
als that will help churches to engage, connect, and spiritually 
grow and develop them. $16.99

What’s Your Function? 
Working It Out with God
Aaron Basko
God built you with a special function to fulfill 
in the world. Learn three keys for discerning the 
career that fulfills your function:

n	Purpose—what you were born to do
n	Inspiration—what you love to do
n	Earnings—how you can make a living
$13.99

For Such a Time As This: Young 
Adults on the Future of the Church
Kathryn Mary Lohre, editor
Discover an invigorating, new, and timely word 
from Christian young adults on issues such as 
eco-justice, immigration, interfaith relations, 

peace and justice, and inclusion. Designed for intergenera-
tional study and discussion. $15.99

Church on Purpose: 
Reinventing Discipleship, 
Community, & Justice
Adam L. Bond & Laura Mariko Cheifetz, editors
This collection offers “one big idea” from each of 
an array of emerging Christian leaders who are 

invested in addressing some of the concerns of today’s church. 
The contributors share insights from their generational and 
vocational perspectives, critically engage in dialogue, and 
debate the traditional models of ministry and leadership. 
While appreciating what they have inherited, the authors dis-
play their faith in congregations’ ability to change and adapt. 
$15.99

Faith Shaping: Youth and the 
Experience of Faith, rev. ed.
Stephen D. Jones
This book explains how parents and the church 
can help youth build a foundation of faith that 
will continue growing in young adulthood. 

Explores stages of the faith cycle, how to create a nurturing 
environment in home and church, how teens can shape their 
culture, and more. $10.00

nuChristian: Finding Faith 
in a New Generation
Russell E. D. Rathbun
Young adults today see the church as hypocriti-
cal, judgmental, and overly political. This book 
responds to these perceptions with a challenging 

invitation to be transformed by taking seriously the critique of 
a new generation, addressing the issues with practical ideas for 
church leaders who seek to reach today’s young adults with a 
Christlike community. $15.00

Urban Ministries, Inc.

Urban Faith (Ages 18-34)	
Includes 13 lessons based on the International Uniform Lesson Series in a contemporary 
magazine-style format. Each lesson is carefully written to address real-life issues while lead-
ing to a higher level of spiritual development. Each issue also includes 6 to 10 feature articles 
that cover a variety of real topics that are relevant to today’s young, African American adults.
	
Teaching Success Kit 		  $18.99
Teacher Manual  		  $6.19
Student Leaflet/Take-Home Paper		  $4.50
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Adult Ministry

Journeys—Judson Bible Lessons

Offers one quarterly booklet for both teachers and students with comprehensive life appli-
cation bible lessons. Scripture follows the Revised Common Lectionary with each month’s 
entries having at least one lesson from the Gospels, the Epistles and the Old Testament. 
Also features undated lessons for use anytime during the year.

Quarterly print $12.59
Quarterly e-publication $9.99
Quarterly PDF $9.99 

David C. Cook Bible-in-Life & Echoes

Comprehensive Bible Study	
The standard in quarterly Bible study for more than 100 years, this student guide offers 
biblical commentary and life applications, plus prints Scripture references in both KJV 
and NIV.

Urban Ministries, Inc.

Direction
(Age 35+) Features 13 weekly lessons with Scripture passages, memory verses, and thought-
provoking questions for class discussions, and suggestions to incorporate Bible truth into 
the lives of African American christians. 

Teacher Success Kit $18.99
Teacher Manual $6.19
Student Manual $4.50
Student Manual (large print) $5.00

				  
	 Bible-in-Life	E choes
Comprehensive Bible Study Book (large print) 	 $6.29	 $6.99
Comprehensive Bible Study Book	 $6.29	 $5.99
Lesson Leaflets for Visitors	 $5.99	
Power for Living Take-Home Paper  	 $6.99	 $6.99
Adult Teacher’s Guide  	 $10.99	 $10.99
Creative Teaching Aids	 $22.99	 $22.99
The Quiet Hour		  $6.99
Teacher’s Guide & Creative Teaching Aids Packet	 $29.99	 $29.99
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Best Sellers

The Work of the Deacon 
and Deaconess, 2nd rev. ed.
978-0-8170-1755-2 $12.00
5-copy set 978-0-8170-1574-9 $54.00

The Work of the Church 
Trustee
978-0-8170-0825-3 $11.00

The Work of the Usher
978-0-8170-0356-2 $11.00

The Work of the Greeter
978-0-8170-1540-4 $13.00

The Work of the Parish 
Church Nurse
978-0-8170-1740-8 $16.00

The Church 
Business Meeting
978-0-8170-0409-5 $11.00

The Work of the 
Church Officer
978-0-8170-1639-5 $11.00

The Work of the Church 
Treasurer, new ed.
978-0-8170-1783-5 $16.99

Work of the Pastoral 
Relations Committee
978-0-8170-0984-7 $12.00

The Work of the Sunday 
School Superintendent
978-0-8170-1229-8 $11.00

“The Work of the Church” Series

Pastoral Vocation Series

The Work of the 
Associate Pastor
978-0-8170-1709-5, $16.00

The Work of the 
Chaplain 
BEST SELLER!
978-0-8170-1499-5 $13.00

The Work of the Pastor
978-0-8170-1473-5 $13.00

The Work of the 
Bivocational Minister
978-0-8170-1510-7 $13.00

Leadership Growth & Development

Managing Projects in Ministry 
Vincent Wyatt Howell
Learn how to apply the well-documented 
benefits of project management in your own 
church and with your own ministry endeavors! 
This practical resource provides the 

fundamentals of project management, while at the same time 
grounding its use with a biblical foundation. $15.99

Envisioning the Reign of God: 
Preaching for Tomorrow
Debra J. Mumford
What we believe about the kingdom of God 
deeply affects how we relate to the world we 
inhabit here and now. Professor and scholar 

Debra Mumford takes the Christian study of “last things” 
(eschatology) and makes it practical for pastors and church 
leaders today. She explores the idea that eschatology is not 
simply about our ultimate destruction but rather how we 

construct and conduct our human existence daily. Each 
chapter considers the eschatological beliefs of a different 
preacher and how those beliefs shape the style and content of 
that leader’s ministry. $21.99

MBA Quick Book for Ministers
Vincent Wyatt Howell and 
Vincent Wyatt Howell Jr.
A new leadership paradigm that equips 
ministers to serve as chief executives for making 
disciples for Christ. This quick-book styled 

resource is designed to introduce ministers to “Pastoral MBA 
Competencies”—the practical knowledge of leadership and 
management skills that will benefit those serving today’s 
congregations and other ministry settings. Highlighting 
topics that are addressed in a master’s level program in 
business administration, this accessible resource also provides 
wisdom from clergy who have already completed the MBA. 
$16.99
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Be My Witness: The Great 
Commission for Preachers
Marvin A. McMickle
Be My Witness explores the Great Commission 
as recorded in Acts 1:8, “Be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the ends of the earth.” McMickle offers a unique approach to 
the preaching task and suggests a way for preachers today to 
declare the gospel with relevance to the many issues and chal-
lenges society faces. He also examines the implications of what 
it means to be a witness for Jesus and considers a threefold 
understanding of the word witness—seeing something, saying 
something, and suffering something—and develops a twenty-
first-century theology of preaching that encompasses both 
content and context for delivering the gospel message. $17.99

From Fragmentation to Whole-
ness: Race, Ethnicity, and Com-
munion
Neville Callam
In an age of accelerating globalization that cre-
ates unprecedented experiences of diversity and 

exacerbates perceptions of division, Neville Callam offers a 
transforming vision of a world brought together through the 
power of the Lord’s Supper. From Fragmentation to Wholeness 
reflects on the untapped power of Holy Communion as a force 
for reconciliation, healing, and restored wholeness in our frag-
mented churches and communities. $19.99

The Changing Church: Finding 
Your Way to God’s New Thing
Daniel Cash and William H. Griffith
We’ve often heard that change is the only 
constant. This reality, along with a rapidly 
shifting culture, is often a major challenge for 

the Christian church. Discover eight key shifts in the New 
Testament that were used to connect, call forth, and reach 
God’s people, alongside change-related elements we encounter 
in our day-to-day lives that will provide insight into new ways 
of being the body of Christ in our fast-paced world. Perfect for 
an eight-week study in small groups or Bible studies. $16.99

Side by Side: Being Christian 
in a Multifaith World
Richard P. Olson
In just a few decades, the United States has 
changed from a largely Christian nation to the 
most religiously diverse country in the world. 

Side by Side reflects on living faithfully as a Christian in this 
new interreligious world. Reading the Gospels, the author finds 
fresh insight and guidance to live out our faith with respect, 
love, and regard for those who follow a different religious path. 
Through a personal journey of encounters, experiences, and 
readings, the author invites readers to join him in a venture 
of discovery to reflect, explore, and meditate. He focuses on 
relations among Christians, Jews, and Muslims, and with the 
“spiritual but not religious,” as well as on how to navigate con-
flicts between Christian traditions. $16.99

Get Your Church Ready to Grow: 
A Guide to Building Attendance 
and Participation
John Zehring
How can your church draw in the lost who need 
what your congregation has to offer? Begin-

ning with a 12-question quiz to ascertain “How Ready Is Your 
Church to Grow?” author and consultant John Zehring goes 
on to offer a wealth of practical ideas and easy-to-implement 
strategies that are tailor-made for your local church’s stage of 
growth and readiness. Emphasizing participation and engage-
ment over membership numbers, Zehring urges church leaders 
to focus on meeting people’s needs—in the congregation and, 
even more, in the surrounding community. $14.99

The New Manual of Worship
Nancy E. Hall
This new edition seeks to provide today’s minis-
try leaders with diverse materials for planning 
worship services of all kinds, encouraging them 
always to adapt the resources to the particular 

context, needs, and lifestyles of their own congregations. The 
New Manual of Worship features numerous updates and revi-
sions, as well as 20 new services. $19.99

Leadership Growth & Development (cont.)



Spanish Ministry Resources

Escuchemos a los niños: 
Conversaciones con 
familias inmigrantes / 
Listen to the Children: 
Conversations with 
Immigrant Families

Elizabeth Conde-Frazier, Prefacio por Luis Cortes
Padres, pastores/as,educadores/as y líderes en la comunidad 
son invitados a escuchar a escondidas estas conversaciones 
entre padres, hijos y guardians. Este recurso práctico 
y sensible a las necesidades emocionales y cultura de 
las familias ofrece una perspeicacia a las emociones y 
percepciones de las familias inmigrantes. 
Bilingue (Inglés/Español). $13.99
Guia de studio gratis está disponible para su descarga en 
línea (sólo en inglés).

Herencia e identidad: 
Historia, principios y 
practicas bautistas
Ángel Luis Gutiérrez; Prefacio por José Norat-
Rodríguez, Miriam Z. Gutiérrez y 
Juan A. Gutiérrez-Rodríguez, editores

Una investigación histórica detallada, incluyendo textos 
bíblicos, para explorer la herencia e identidad bautistas. De 
muchísimo valor para estudiosos, ministros, ministras, y 
personas laicas en Estados Unidos, Puerto Rico y más allá. 
$18.00

Tentado a dejar la cruz: 
Renovando el llamado 
al discipulado
Ernest R. Flores
También disponible en Inglés: Tempted to 
Leave the Cross: Renewing the Call to Discipleship 
$14.00

El Arte de la 
Enseñanza Cristiana
Israel Galindo
$16.00

Un nuevo manual para 
iglesia bautista
$5.00

El Discípulo
Editado por el Rvdo. Eliezer Alvarez Díaz
Producido por la Iglesia Cristiana 
(Discípulos de Cristo) en Puerto Rico, 
El Discípulo es un recurso de educación 
Cristiana que considera al estudiante 
un participante activo en el proceso de 
transformación. Los escritores son de Puerto 

Rico, los Estados Unidos y Latinoamérica y representan 
contextos urbanos, rurales y metropolitanos.  

Todos los recursos incluyen una lección para adultos y 
jóvenes en el mismo libro.

Guía para el Líder marzo–agosto, $7.99
septiembre–febrero, $7.99

Guía para el Estudiante
marzo–agosto, $6.99
septiembre–febrero, $6.99

Para ser bautistas: 
Lecciones para 
nuevos miembros / 
Being Baptist: Lessons 
for New Members
J. Manny Santiago

Diseñado para usar con adultos y jóvenes. Bilingue. $15.00
¡Ahorre al comprar en cantidad!
Paquete de 5-$60.00; Pacuete de 10-$100.00
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Predicando como interino 
(Preaching in the Interim) 
Liderazgo transicional en la 
iglesia Latina
Efrain Agosto
Un enfoque sermón del ministerio para una 

iglesia en transición. Con sermones que se predicaron en una 
congregación entre la temporada de Pascua y Navidad durante 
una temporada intermedia de transición pastoral, este libro 
presta atención a la necesidad de la iglesia de un liderazgo 
renovado, explorando la naturaleza de la iglesia para un nuevo 
día, mientras honra su historia y recordando a la congregación 
el contenido de la enseñanza cristiana, mientras avanza hacia 
un nuevo futuro. Incluye comentarios del autor sobre varias 
características pertinentes de los sermones, particularmente 
en el contexto de una iglesia urbana latina. ¡También disponible 
en español como edición de libro electrónico! $11.50
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Coin Collectors 
(Gleaners)   
Perfect for special fund-raising 
drives or offerings. 
Sold in packages of 100. 

068-4-6745-9007-6 
	 20 quarters, per 100, $56.00   

Banners
Top-of-the-line quality banners made of the finest-quality
brilliant blue satin acetate. Includes gilded wooden crossbar
and silky gold hanging cord. 17” x 24”. 

068-4-6746-8013-5 Attendance 	 $36.99
068-4-6746-8014-2 Offering	 $35.00
068-4-6746-8015-9 Class		  $20.99 while supplies last 

Judson Sunday School Class Books
A pocket-size record of attendance for each class for 
one full year, including space for email addresses. 
Sturdy paper cover. 6.25" x 4.25".

068-4-6745-3015-7   24 names, 
	 navy blue cover, 16 pages, 
	 per dozen, $9.00  

068-4-6745-3165-9   96 names, 
	 teal cover, 40 pages, 
	 per dozen, $14.00

Church Roll and Record Book
Record alphabetically the names of church 
members and leadership; as well as wed-
dings, baby dedications, funerals, and more. 
Includes 160 additional pages for minutes. 
Handsomely gold-stamped on red buckram. 
8" x 11". 352 pages.

068-4-6745-5272-2 $23.00 each

Improved Sunday School 
Secretary’s Minute Book
Keep concise data for two years including 
attendance records, enrollment, new mem-
bers, visitors, offering by departments, and 
minutes in this sturdy and comprehensive 
minute book. Spiral binding with wear-
resistant paper cover.  5.5" x 8.5"

068-4-6745-3018-8 $13.00 each 

Church Sympathy Card
Envelopes included. Per dozen, $13.00
KJV, 068-4-6746-4001-6   NRSV, 068-4-6745-3019-5

Church & Church School Supplies
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