QuickLinks

ABHMS presented its
second Faith & Activism
Town Hall—"How Faith
Intersects with Civic
Engagement”—in October.
Read about it at abhms.org/
NewsRoo

Activism
Town Hall

Taran Richardson, whose
Boy Scouts of America troop
meets at Edna Martin
Christian Center—an
ABHMS Rizpah'’s Children
partner in Indianapolis—has
been featured on the “NBC
[TV] Nightly News" with
Lester Holt and in the “USA
Today” newspaper for being
accepted to 65 colleges and
universities. Learn more at
abhms.org/Publications &
Resources/Mission Stories.
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ABHMS convenes ‘The Justice Dialogues’

In September, American Baptist Home
Mission Societies (ABHMS) convened on its
online ministrElife platform a group of Ameri-
can Baptists from across the United States and
Puerto Rico for its first meeting to be known as
“The Justice Dialogues.”

The Justice Dialogues seeks to provide
conversation, allyship, spiritual support and an
exchange of ideas, perspectives and resources
among diverse nationwide participants during
this difficult age of racial unrest and its inter-
secting challenges, in addition to COVID-19,
political polarization and natural disasters.
Participants included activists, pastors, writers,
educators and networkers.

“Twenty-twenty has truly turned out to be
the year when we have clear vision on the
complexity and magnitude of the challenges we
are facing in our world,” said ABHMS Executive
Director Dr. Jeffrey Haggray. “If ever there was
atime we all need to be aware of the need for
allies in justice, the time is now.”

Participants were divided into online
breakout groups to discuss the following
questions: “In so many ways, 2020 is a year
like no other. What challenges and opportuni-
ties are you seeing and what actions are you
taking?” and “We know you are here because
of your commitment to justice issues. How
can we collectively make the most of our
time together?”

In one breakout group, Amelia Chua, a
documentarian who made a film about the
Japanese-American internment during World
War 11, discussed the increased rate of violence
against Asians perceived to be Chinese.

JUSTICE
DIALOGUES

“They are told,” she said, ““You dirty
Chinese, go back to where you belong. You
bring the sickness [COVID-19] with you.”

She noted that the situation can be
particularly frightening for recent immigrants
from Burma, who are fleeing an oppressive
government.

After the breakout session, the entire group
reconvened for additional conversation about
anything that had a significant impact, chal-
lenged their existing knowledge or confirmed
what they already knew.

ABHMS awards more than $100,000 in
OGHS COVID-19 recovery grants

Since May 2020, ABHMS has awarded
$132,841 in One Great Hour of Sharing
(OGHS) funds for COVID-19 recovery efforts
in the United States and Puerto Rico. Sixty-one
organizations have received grants for commu-
nities in need.

The grants support food distribution,
financial assistance for students and unem-
ployed persons, infant and child care and medi-
cal aid to homeless persons. Two grants have
also been awarded for technology to facilitate
academic and community connection.

To give to OGHS for support of relief initia-
tives across the United States and Puerto Rico,
donations can be made online, via your church
or check payable to American Baptist Home
Mission Societies and mailed to the attention of
Leda Carter at American Baptist Home Mission
Societies, 1075 First Ave., King of Prussia, PA
19406. Write “OGHS-COVID Recovery: US &
PR” on the memo line.

One hundred percent of donations go to
relief efforts; no dollars are retained for admin-
istrative costs. To ensure that your church
receives credit for your gift, write the church
name on your check.

The grants support food
distribution, financial
assistance for students and
unemployed persons, infant
and child care and medical
aid to homeless persons.
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