




















Lulu Fleming is born in rural Florida in 1862. Before she is 1, her father
leaves home to fight in the Union army and never returns. Her mother
cares for her and sees that she receives an education.

She is converted at 14 and soon begins to teach in neighboring schools.
She teaches a Sunday school class that attracts the pastor and other
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Impressed by her teaching, a visiting pastor arranges for her to continue
her formal education at Shaw University. She is class valedictorian when
she graduates in 1885. She returns home to teach school.
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She responds to a call to mission service in Africa. On board ship in 1887
she writes, “l was truly happy then, and since | have set sail . . . | am hap-
pier; when | reach the doleful shores | shall be happiest.”

This first woman African American Baptist missionary spends much of
her time working with young African women who come to the mission
school. She teaches, cares, and shares about God's love.
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Eager to spread the gospel even further, she begins visiting African
women in their homes in the afternoons after a morning of teaching, but
illness forces her to return to the United States.

With her for the journey argrAfrican youth whom she enrolls in American
schools. Her recovery is slow. She seeks a constructive way to fill the
time before she returns to Africa.

Recognizing the great medical needs of Africa, Lulu studies medicine,
first at Shaw and then at the Women's Medical College of Philadelphia.
After receiving her degree, she returns to Africa in 1895.

she hopes to return to Africa once again, she dies in 1899.

She works in 2 mission stations. In 1897 she is stricken with African
sleeping sickness and is forced to return to the United States. Although
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Isabel (rawford 1865-1961

Isabel Crawford isn't the quietest and best behaved child of 11, but she
does love Jesus and wants to serve the Lord. She begins teaching
Sunday school to other children soon after her baptism at age 9.

A severe iliness forces her to remain in bed for almost 6 months and

results in the loss of her hearing. She decides she wants to be a mis-
sionary, hoping she will serve in a large city.

On graduation from Baptist Missionary Training School in 1893, she is
sent to Oklahoma to work with Native American tribes. Although deeply
disappointed, she joins 5 others in teaching and sharing the gospel.
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In 1896 the Kiowas of Saddle Mountain request that she come to work
with them. She lives with the family of Lucius Aitsan. Two cups of rain-
water provide all that is needed for a good bath.
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At her first camp meeting, the first convert, Tone Mah, comes forward.
Her ministry in Saddle Mountain is based on equipping Kiowas for lead-
ership. When government rations are late she, too, goes hungry.
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Largely with their own funds and effort, they build their own church build-
ing in 1902. Believing that all Christians are called to give to others, they
form a mission society to support mission in other places.
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Increasingly the Kiowas accept her as one of their own. She provides
basic medical help and teaches sewing and other basic skills. They name
her Geehhoanhomah, “She gave us the Jesus way.”
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When no ordained clergy can be present for Communion, she suggests
that Lucius Aitsan conduct the service. Local pastors are highly critical,

calling her “impertinent.” To quell the storm she resigns.

“Pray for the Indians,” she says, “for we have ruined them. . ..” On her
death in 1961 her body is returned to Saddle Mountain. Her tombstone

reads, “I dwell among my own people.”
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