MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN

 THE PARTNERS IN CARE CONGREGATIONS

AND

THE MARYLAND NATIONAL GUARD

WHEREAS, the Partners in Care through their respective congregations and the Maryland National Guard recognize a need for a coordinated effort to provide faith based support to members of the Maryland National Guard (MDNG). 

WHEREAS, the State of Maryland and the Partners in Care realize that this initiative in no way endorses the establishment or requirement to participate in any religion;

NOW THEREFORE, the parties enter into the following agreement and understanding:

1.   Facts:  Partners in Care is a voluntary relationship between faith communities and the Maryland National Guard.  The purpose of this agreement is to provide faith-based support to those members of the Maryland National Guard and their families upon request.

2.  The understanding between the parties follows:

     a.   The congregations agree that support will be afforded to all MDNG members and families equally and without discrimination or regard to their religious beliefs. 

b. All religious and faith-based communities are welcome to participate in this initiative provided they consent to this agreement.

c. Partners in Care congregations and the MDNG shall designate points of contact and a list of supportive services available for MDNG members and their families.

d. The services provided to MDNG members and families shall be free of charge and at no obligation to the participants and neither party assumes any liability on behalf of the other.

e. Partners in Care congregations will provide an agent of their respective congregation to act as a signatory to this agreement.

f. The MDNG shall provide periodic training seminars related to the initiative.

3.   Partners in Care congregations may also volunteer to provide services upon request of the MDNG in support of MDNG Unit Family Readiness Group activities at local armories. These services will also be provided free of charge, regardless of religious affiliation, and at no obligation to the participants and neither party assumes any liability on behalf of the other.

4.  Finally the parties agree to provide support to the extent that resources are available.

__________________________



_____________________            WILLIAM S. LEE

Date                                              Colonel, MDARNG

                                                      Joint Forces Headquarters Chaplain

_____________________                                 

_____________________            CONGREGATION REPRESENTATIVE 
Date                                                                             
PAGE  
- 2 -

